
DECLARATION OF METROPOLITAN AREAS 
GLOBAL STATE OF METROPOLIS 

MEDELLÍN, 17-18TH OCTOBER 2019 

 
 

In the City of Medellin, Colombia, on the seventeenth and eighteenth days of 

October, 2019, the representatives of the following Metropolitan Areas being 
present at the EXPERTS GROUP MEETING "Global State of Metropolis 2020": 

the Metropolitan Community of Montreal (Canada), the Metropolitan Area of 
Barcelona (Spain), the Metropolitan Area of Guadalajara (Mexico), the 
Metropolitan Area of Ensenada (Mexico), the Metropolitan Area of San Salvador 

(El Salvador), the Metropolitan District of Quito (Ecuador), the Metropolitan Area 
of Kanata (Bolivia), the Metropolitan Area of Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia), the 

Metropolitan Area of Grand Bamako (Mali), the Metropolitan Area of Cairo 
(Egypt), the Metropolitan Area of Centro Occidente (Colombia), the Metropolitan 

Area of Valledupar (Colombia), the Metropolitan Area of Valle de Aburrá 
(Colombia), with the accompaniment of Specialists of the Academy and being 
present high-level officials of UN-Habitat, METROPOLIS and officials of the 

National Governments of Colombia and Bolivia. 
 

WE CONSIDER: 
 

In our capacity as international partners and in accordance with the Montreal 
Declaration on Metropolitan Areas: 
 

I. We recognize the role of metropolitan regions in the sustainable, economic, 
social, cultural and environmental development of both their urban and rural 

areas. 
 

II. We are aware of the need to face metropolitan challenges in terms of urban 

planning, transport, security, urban revitalization, inclusion and social 
cohesion, environmental protection, water, energy, sanitation and climate 

change, which exceed local boundaries and question the production and 
consumption models related to limited resources. 

 
III. From the adoption of the New Urban Agenda approved at the United 

Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development 

(Habitat III), held in Quito, which seeks to promote sustainable urban 
development that commits us. 

 
IV. We seek to advance in the achievement of the objectives and principles of 

international instruments, identifying and implementing actions towards the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, the respect for Human 
Rights of all people and looking for overcoming social and economic 



challenges which the world is facing, specially, the challenges that constitute 
climate urgency. 

 
V. We consider the work of UN-Habitat as a United Nations Agency that 

supports all governmental levels to promote sustainable development and 

the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and that has established the 
MetroHUB initiative to strongly support integrated metropolitan 

development, based on experiences from different regions and in dialogue 
with many international partners. 

 
VI. We accompany the preparation of a Global State of Metropolis Report that 

will provide evidence to promote balanced territorial development and that 

will promote the strengthening of urban-regional and metropolitan 
integration, analyzing metropolitan dimensions of public policies and 

legislation, planning, governance, finances and economy. 
 

VII. As representatives of the Metropolitan Areas, from the dialogue, from 
conceptual approaches, from the analysis of metropolitan development, we 
believe in the importance of sharing innovative and inspiring methodologies 

and practices and in the face of multilevel needs that demand effective results 
to continue strengthening our actions by promoting a structured agenda with 

strategic components. 
 

WE DECLARE: 
 

1. That we will join efforts to strengthen our metropolitan governance with 
emphasis on updating regulatory and metropolitan management instruments. 

 
2. That we will demand processes that allow to push harder territorial 

development, mobilization of financial resources and the capacity to collect 
resources at the metropolitan and local levels, promoting inter-jurisdictional 
cooperation to balance territorial development through planning and financing 

instruments, and the implementation of metropolitan projects. 

 

3. That we will advocate for the promotion of territorial associativity, and the 
generation of proposals for the positioning of metropolitan interest topics in 

national public agendas and in global sustainable development agendas. 

 

4. That we recognize the role of UN-Habitat and require its technical support when 
necessary to strengthen metropolitan management and to advance in the 

sustainable development of our metropolises, according to the resolutions 
adopted during the Habitat Assembly held in May 2019 in Nairobi, Kenya. 



 

5. That we will reaffirm the commitments of the Montreal Declaration on 
Metropolitan Areas in order to highlight the role of metropolises in the global 
urbanization process. 

 

6. That it is necessary to take stock of the current reality of the metropolises of the 

world, generating data, and analyzing metropolitan policies and legislation, 
competencies, planning, finance and economics, and governance, identifying 

inspiring practices in metropolitan management that can be transferred and 
exchanging methodologies and tools for metropolitan management. 

 

In faith of the above, we signed the representatives of the Metropolitan Areas 
mentioned above, their networks, as well as international experts in metropolitan 
areas. 

 
 

Signatures included at the end of the original Spanish version. 
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