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Summary 

The Autonomous City of Buenos Aires had the 

honour of hosting ‘Live the City’, the METROPOLIS 

Annual Meeting, which was held from Monday 18 to 

Thursday 21 May 2015, receiving over 600 

accredited participants. 

This gathering brought together 31 member 

delegations of the World Association of the Major 

Metropolises, with political and technical 

representatives from cities such as Abidjan, 

Barcelona, Berlin, Brussels, Bucharest, Buenos Aires, 

Caracas, Chengdu, Durban, Gauteng, Canton, Île-de-

France, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Karaj, Mashhad, 

Medellin, Mexico D.F., Montevideo, Montreal, Porto 

Alegre, Quito, Rio de Janeiro, Rosario, San Salvador, 

Santiago de Chile, Sao Paulo (city), Sao Paulo 

(province), Seoul, Shanghai, and Taichung. 

METROPOLIS is composed of over 140 cities, and is 

dedicated to exploring issues and concerns that are 

common to all major cities and metropolitan regions 

with over one million inhabitants. 

Likewise, 26 senior political representatives were in 

attendance: mayors, governors, and their 

counterparts, from Berlin, Buenos Aires, Île-de-

France, Johannesburg, Karaj, Montevideo, Montreal, 

Porto Alegre, Santiago de Chile Metropolitan Region, and Rosario. There were also deputy mayors, secretaries, 

ministers, councillors, and other city leaders from Abidjan, Brussels, Bucharest, Caracas, Durban, Canton, 

Istanbul, Mashhad, Medellin, Mexico D.F., Montreal, Quito, Sao Paulo (province), Seoul, and Taichung. A total of 

24 activities were carried out in various public spaces and buildings in the City of Buenos Aires, with the 

attendance of 623 accredited participants, representing 151 organizations, 63 cities, and 37 countries from 

around the world. 
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1. Introduction and context. General overview 

 
 

The City of Buenos Aires was chosen to host the METROPOLIS 2015 Annual Meeting after the Board of 

Directors decision in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 2013. The METROPOLIS Annual Meetings provide a 

framework within which the main political and technical representatives of the largest cities in the world 

have the opportunity to meet and to exchange knowledge and vanguard practices in metropolitan 

administration. 

‘Live the City’ was the first METROPOLIS Annual Meeting where the experience on the ground was the 

protagonist and the starting point for the discussions on the major cities that we want in the future. A 

human-scale programme of activities was drawn up to combine debates with actual practices on the 

ground. As such, a major part of the programme was dedicated to living experiences in different areas 

of Buenos Aires. 

Inclusion, Innovation, and Sustainability were the strategic themes of the event, coinciding not just 

with the basics of the administration carried out by Mauricio Macri, Head Governor of the City of Buenos 

Aires, but also with matters concerning METROPOLIS’ new transversal political agenda.  

The emphasis placed on living experiences allowed the participants to travel through the territory and 

experience first-hand the concerns that arise every day, as well as the activities that make a better life 

possible. As such, the participants obtained an integrated overview of urban management and had 

the chance to compare their experiences with their own local context.  

The programme of the eventsalso included the METROPOLIS statutory meetings, as well as the plenary 

session ‘Voice of the Mayors’, during which the subjects that are to form part of the METROPOLIS 

Declaration for the Third United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 

Development (Habitat III). In 2016, this conference will define the urban agenda for the coming 

decades. Finally, the celebrations for the METROPOLIS 30th anniversary were concluded in Buenos 

Aires, with a Gala Dinner hosted by the Chairman of the Association. 
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1.1. City of Buenos Aires 

 

With over three million inhabitants, and forming part of a metropolitan area of over twelve million 

inhabitants, the City of Buenos Aires is one of the most dynamic economic hubs and one of the main 

cultural centres of South America. Its infrastructure and its places of historical, cultural, and architectural 

interest combine the past and the vanguard, surprising the thousands of tourists who arrive here 

throughout the year. Thanks to its open and integrating spirit, Buenos Aires is the city of all 

Argentineans, and during the METROPOLIS Annual Meeting it expanded its slogan to be the city of all the 

citizens of the world. 

The Government of the City of Buenos Aires has been developing the country’s capital in an integral 

manner, converting it into a city that is becoming ever-more green, inclusive, and innovative. This vision 

of a city was the principal driving force for a transformation that began in 2007, with the accession of 

Mauricio Macri as Head Governor. Within this framework, citizen participation has been a fundamental 

component of the policies implemented to achieve social, economic, cultural, and environmental 

evolution, empowering residents to co-operate, decide, and plan their city in conjunction with the local 

authorities.  
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1.2. Venues of the Annual Meeting 

Las actividades de la Reunión Anual de Metropolis tuvieron lugar en las siguientes sedes: 

 

Legislative Palace of the City of Buenos Aires, 

located in the port (Microcentro) district. Its installations 

were used for the sessions held on Monday May 18
th

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Usina del Arte, a new cultural venue of the Buenos 

Aires City Government in the historic La Boca 

neighbourhood. It hosted the sessions held on Tuesday 

19 and Wednesday 20 May. 
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2. Programme  

2.1. Slogan and strategic themes of the event 

‘Live the City’ 

The ‘Live the City’ slogan sought to put the people who travel through, live in, visit, and/or work in the 

city – i.e. the people who make ‘the city’ – centre-stage. These are the people who build the city day by 

day and give it life. 

Thus, the programme drawn up for the event had the aim of emphasizing the living experience when it 

came to visiting places on the ground and perceiving not just the habitual problems, but also the specific 

possibilities for humanizing this reality, exploring real solutions that result in a better quality of life. 

For this purpose, the activities proposed in the debates and the technical visits focussed on both the 

specific explanation of examples of public policies – at the planning, design, administration, and 

evaluation of results stages – and also on the ‘living’ testimony and the experience of those who have 

been part of this process through their first-hand statements. 

 

Strategic themes 

The Programme  was organized around three strategic themes: 

Inclusion · This involves tackling the problem of urban poverty and inequality through designing social 

and physical architecture which tends to generate equal opportunities in order to improve equality in 

the city. All this within a framework which necessarily involves community participation. This theme 

focussed on the exchange of local policies that highlight successful strategies aimed at informal 

participation in the city. 

Innovation · Through the implementation of modernization and innovation programmes, local 

authorities can develop new tools in order to build smarter cities. As part of this theme, there was a 

proposal to provide examples of successful policies that promote the transformation of cities in order to 

improve the quality of life of their inhabitants, for example by information technologies and digital 

solutions. 

Sostenibilidad · Climate change is a global phenomenon, but its effects have a direct impact on cities. 

This poses an inescapable challenge to local authorities to work on drawing up and implementing action 

plans and programmes in order to adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change with policies such 

as increasing public spaces for leisure, better waste management, and the promotion of green 

transport, amongst others. 

These central themes of the event constitute essential pillars for the construction of cities that aim to 

develop in a sustainable and socially fair way, i.e. planning their administration on an integral basis and 

with respect for people and their surroundings. 
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Shuttle meeting point: NH City & Tower Hotel 

  

    Statutory meetings 

and sessions 

coordinated by 

METROPOLIS 08:30 - 09:00 

Real-life experiences on the urban ground: Parque de la Ciudad, 

community action (painting walls, planting trees and playing soccer), 

"choripanada" lunch at Villa Soldati, local empreneurs fair at Centro 

Metropolitano de Diseño 

Shuttle to Usina del Arte     

09:00 - 09:30 
METROPOLIS 

Women 

International 

Network – 

internal 

meeting 

  

Regional 

Secretaries 

Meeting 

"Live the City" Plenary Session 

    
Thematic sessions 

about concrete 

experiences from 

METROPOLIS 

member cities 

(presentations, 

workshops, group 

dynamics, etc) 

09:30 - 10:00       

10:00 - 10:30   
Real-life 

experiences on 

the urban 

ground: 

microcentro, 

ecobici, 

metrobus (City 

Centre) 

    

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break Coffee break     
Political plenary 

sessions 

11:00 - 11:30 

METROPOLIS 

Women  

Session 

METROPOLIS 

Youth Session 

Regional 

Secretaries 

Meeting 

"Voice of the Mayors" Plenary Session 

    
Real-life 

experiences on the 

urban ground 

11:30 - 12:00     Social events 

12:00 - 12:30 
Shuttle to the 

Closing Lunch 
  

(*) 

  

Accreditation 

process.Includes 

also Sunday, May 

17th (12:00 to 

18:00) 
12:30 - 13:00 

Lunch at the NH City & Tower Hotel Lunch break 
Lunch & 

Closing 

Ceremony: 

Teatro Colón 

  

13:00 - 13:30   
  

13:30 - 14:00 

‘Connecting the dots’: collaboration workshop 

for METROPOLIS teams 

Inclusion TS: 

Community 

leadership 

Innovation 

TS: Open 

and Urban 

Innovation 

Sustainability 

TS: Towards a 

friendlier 

mobility 

METROPOLIS 

Board of 

Directors 

Meeting 

  
  

14:00 - 14:30         
  

14:30 - 15:00 Shuttle to Usina del Arte 

  

  
  

15:00 - 15:30 Coffee break 

Opening Ceremony at Usina del Arte 

Coffee break   
  

15:30 - 16:00 

‘Connecting the dots’: collaboration workshop 

for METROPOLIS teams 

Prep-City Meeting 

(organized by Berlin) 

Global fund for cities 

development (FMDV) Annual 

Assembly Meeting  

  
  

16:00 - 16:30 Press conference Coffee break   
  

16:30 - 17:00 
Inclusion TS: 

Sports for social 

and urban 

transformation 

Innovation TS: 

Creative and 

colaborative 

cities 

Sustainability 

TS: Resilience 

and adaptation 

to climate 

change: 

successful 

cases 

 METROPOLIS 

Executive-

Financial 

Committee 

Meeting 

  
  

17:00 - 17:30           Shuttle to NH City & Tower Hotel   
  

17:30 - 18:00           

  

  
  

18:00 - 18:30         Shuttle to NH City & Tower Hotel   
  

18:30 - 19:00         

Free evening 

  
  

19:00 - 19:30           
  

19:30 - 20:00         Shuttle to  Piazzolla Tango   
  

20:00 - 20:30 

Welcome Reception at the Golden Room of the 

Buenos Aires City Council Palace  

Gala Dinner & Celebration of METROPOLIS 30 years  at Piazzolla 

Tango 

  
  

20:30 - 21:00   
  

21:00 - 21:30   
  

21:30 - 22:00   
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2.2. Opening Ceremony 

 

The event took place on Tuesday 19 May at the Main Auditorium of La Usina del Arte. The ceremony was 

held from 15:00 to 16:30 hours. 

The act commenced with a performance by the ‘Agrupación Cultural San Martín de Porres’ percussion 

and dance group from the Bajo Flores quarter, which forms part of the Community Living Culture 

Programme of the Housing and Inclusion Department (SECHI), which has the aim of promoting the Afro-

Peruvian culture in Buenos Aires. 

The formal opening was attended by Mauricio Macri, Head Governor of the City of Buenos Aires, and 

Jean Paul Huchon, Chairman of the Île-de-France Regional Council and Chairman of METROPOLIS, who 

welcomed the participants, including members of the diplomatic corps, mayors, civil servants, experts in 

urban issues, and special guests. During the ceremony, a video was played with greetings from Kadir 

Topbas, President of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) and Mayor of Istanbul. 

Subsequently, there was an informal press conference, with reporters from national and international 

news agencies in attendance. 

 

  



Live the City • Final Report of the METROPOLIS 2015 Annual Meeting • Buenos Aires • May 18-21 

 

 11 

 

2.3. Plenary Sessions 

2.3.1.  Live the City 

The first Plenary Session was held on May 20 at the Main Auditorium of La Usina del Arte, from 9:30 to 

10:30. In attendance were Michael Müller, Mayor of Berlin; Pierre Desrochers, Chairman of the Executive 

Committee of the City of Montreal; Daniela Chacón, Deputy Mayor of the Quito Metropolitan District; 

Felipe de Jesús Gutiérrez, Mexico D.F. Urban Development and Housing Secretary, and Daniel Chain, 

Minister of Urban Development of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires. 

The session tackled the political and technical aspects of the themes of Inclusion, Innovation, and 

Sustainability, highlighting their central role in local public policies, as well as the importance of 

integrated urban management and genuine participation by citizens. The introduction was by Daniel 

Chain, who emphasized the importance of the central themes of the gathering for the construction of 

more liveable cities and their specific impact on people’s quality of life; in other words, the importance of 

urban planning that tackles these themes from a holistic perspective. Subsequently, the other speakers 

shared details of the way in which these issues are dealt with in their own cities, with specific examples 

of policies which have been implemented, as well as the identification of lessons and learning 

experiences. 

Michael Müller structured his presentation around the following question: How can we achieve progress 

in our cities in order to improve people’s quality of life with the help of technology and good political 

management? In order to demonstrate that change is possible, he explained the implementation of the 

system of interactive maps in order to verify wheelchair access in the city, and an application for 

electronic devices that allows people to check not just the departure times for bus and train services, but 

also how full these transport services are.. 

Pierre Desrochers emphasized the need for the creation of spaces where citizens can express 

themselves and make decisions in order to strengthen the commitment and the integration of all 

population sectors and generations. For this purpose, he gave the example of various formats which 

stimulate participation, such as municipal or neighbourhood councils. 

For his part, Daniel Chain gave examples of the policies which have led Buenos Aires to be considered a 

healthy, cultural, habitable, and integrating city. From amongst these actions he highlighted the Green 

City initiative, the Urban Development and Recovery Plan, and the improvement of various central 

thoroughfares as part of the Microcentro Plan. 

With regard to participatory planning, Daniela Chacón set out its meaning, its implementation, and its 

advantages, whilst the representative from the city of Mexico, Felipe de Jesús Gutiérrez, demonstrated 

the efforts made in order to achieve integrated urban renewal based on habitability and participation, 

with projects such as Interurban Trains, the Health City, the Sports City, and the new CDMX airport, 

amongst others.  
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The speakers agreed that, in order for all inhabitants to be able to enjoy a city, it had to be re-organized, 

and that investment, development, and equality needed to be encouraged. Beyond this, the main point 

of agreement was in relation to the importance of listening to citizens, i.e. making them participate in 

collective decisions. Cities need to be humanized, and for this is it essential to create spaces for social 

integration backed by modern, high-quality infrastructure, that improves the competitiveness and 

productivity of the economy. In conclusion, the presentations insisted on the idea expressed by Minister 

Chain that ‘Cities are for living in, not surviving in’. 

 

2.3.2. Voice of the Mayors 

The session entitled ‘Voice of the Mayors’, held on 20 May from 11:00 to 12:30 hours at the Main 

Auditorium of Usina del Arte, was organized by METROPOLIS with the support of UCLG, FMDV and Cities 

Alliance. 

The session was organized around a series of questions directed towards the political representatives of 

METROPOLIS with regard to the past, present, and future of the major metropolises in relation to three 

highly-significant events for urban communities: the UN Conference for the adoption of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, in September 2015 in New York; the United Nations Conference on Climate Change, 

to be held in Paris in December 2015, and the Third United Nations Conference on Housing and 

Sustainable Development, Habitat III, to be held in Quito in October 2016. 

The questions around which the debate was structured were as follows: 

1. How do the major metropolises participate in the development goals post-2015? 

2. How can and should the major metropolises tackle climate change? 

3. What is the role of the major metropolises in the worldwide commitment to sustainable urban 

development? 
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Divided into three modules, each Mayor (or equivalent) tackled one of the questions on the basis of their 

personal experience leading their city, in order to highlight their own personal voice and leadership. The 

session allowed the main political representatives to set out what had motivated them to get involved in 

the administration of their city, the progress made so far, and their vision for the urban future. 

This format served to establish the position of the political leaders in the face of the aforementioned 

upcoming events with worldwide significance, which will have a considerable impact on how urban 

development, urbanization, and the life of citizens in the 21st century is viewed. 

The first module was moderated by Jean-François Habeau, Executive Director of the Global Fund for 

Cities Development (FMDV), and his central theme was the development goals post-2015. Mpho Parks 

Tau, Mayor of Johannesburg; Bianca Debaets, Secretary of State for Equal Opportunities of the Capital of 

the Brussels Region; Helen Fernández, Acting Metropolitan Mayor of Caracas; Felipe de Jesús Gutiérrez, 

Mexico D.F. Urban Development and Housing Secretary; and Mónica Fein, Municipal Mayor of Rosario, 

all spoke. 

The second module, for which the main theme was climate change, was moderated by Alain Le Saux, 

Secretary-General of METROPOLIS, and Jean Paul Huchon, President of METROPOLIS and of the Île-de-

France Region; Pierre Desrochers, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the City of Montreal; Claudio 

Orrego, Governor of the Santiago Metropolitan Region; José Fortunati, Mayor of Porto Alegre, and Ana 

Olivera, Mayor of Montevideo, all set out their points of view on the issue.  

The third and last module dealt with sustainable urban development and was co-ordinated by Josep 

Roig, Secretary-General of UCLG. Participating in the debate were Michael Müller, Mayor of Berlin; Yang 

Jiancheng, Deputy Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), 

Guangzhou Committee; Edson Aparecido, Secretary-General of Sao Paulo State; and Daniela Chacón, 

Deputy Mayor of the Quito Metropolitan District. 
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A consensus emerged from the discussions with regard to the duty of the international community to 

listen to and understand the concerns of the mayors, especially those of the most populated cities in the 

world. These local political leaders embody the message of millions of citizens and their daily needs. 

Issues such as employment, housing, transport, access to education, healthcare, security, and energy are 

just some of a long list of basic issues. 

Mayors have a high level of political responsibility, administering cities, urban conurbations, or 

metropolitan regions which are considerably more important than some member States of the United 

Nations, whether because of their population, or the international significance they possess. As such, 

city mayors (and their equivalents) are becoming leaders when it comes to responding to the challenges 

facing the planet. However, their role does not appear to be sufficiently recognized in contemporary 

international relations, which give almost absolute visibility to leaders acting at a national level. 

Launched in October 2014, the METROPOLIS project entitled ‘Voice of the Mayors’ has the aim of 

ensuring that the mayors of the major cities are seen and heard, and that their active work in 

international development is recognized. For this purpose, the written first-hand testimony of the 

mayors (and their equivalents) is collected, and form part of a collection of publications available in 

digital and printed formats. 

At the end of the session, Jean-Paul Huchon announced that the METROPOLIS Declaration is to be drawn 

up, with the aim of representing the voice of the major cities at the Habitat III Conference. 

 

2.4. Thematic Sessions – Inclusion 

2.4.1. Sports for social and urban transformation 

Sport is currently a superb instrument for integral human development. In addition to its potential as an 

educational tool and for conveying moral values, it is linked to other areas such as health, urban 

development, the economy, and international awareness. The sports policy of a city ought to include its 

social integrating aspect, encouraging the participation of citizens through suitable programmes and 

spaces such as schools, clubs, federations, and other bodies.  

Practising a sport has a social and territorial dimension, which is understood as being a public policy for 

countering urban segregation. The first refers to sport as a way in which to promote solidarity or to 

favour sectors of the population who have some difficulty in accessing sports facilities, or schools, or the 

labour market. Furthermore, as these activities are normally practised in public spaces and require the 

improvement of sports infrastructure, the recycling of urban land has been promoted through the 

refurbishment of derelict sites in order to encourage the community to give them a new role. 

This session was held on 19 May from 16:30 to 18:00 hours in the Main Auditorium of La Usina del Arte. 

It was moderated by Francisco Irarrazábal, Deputy Secretary for Sport of the Government of the City of 

Buenos Aires. Each speaker was given the opportunity to present a particular experience, followed by 

questions and dialogue with the audience. Those speaking were:  
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 Horacio Muratore, Chairman of FIBA, presented 'The social and urban impact of the basquetball 

3x3 FIBA project”'. 

 Mpho Parks Tau, Mayor of Johannesburg, talked about 'The social legacy of the 2010 Football 

World Cup'. 

 Iolanda Latorre, Manager of Barcelona Sports Institute, of the Barcelona City Council, talked 

about 'The Social Inclusion and Cohesion Network of Sport'. 

 Denis Coderre, Mayor of Montreal, talked about 'The new sports policy in the city'. 

 David Mora, Director of the National Institute of Sports, Physical Education and Recreation 

Institute (INDER) talked about 'Sport and Recreation in the Social Transformation of Medellin'.  

During the session, we heard of the specific experiences of cities which managed to transform their 

urban landscape and value and involve their populations through activities and sporting events. Some 

examples of successful projects were: the Basquetball 3x3 initiative, the ‘Physically active Montreal’ plan, 

or the ‘Adrenalina’ Programme, amongst others. The importance of attracting large-scale international 

sporting events in order to transform the reality of cities was also highlighted, such as the 1992 Olympic 

Games in Barcelona, the 2010 South American Games in Medellin, or the organization of the first 

Football World Cup in Africa in 2010.  

The various presentations all agreed that team sports contribute to educating and reinforcing values 

such as friendship, respect, and confidence, which are fundamental for the functioning of society and 

peaceful cohabitation. Furthermore, the common denominator of all of these experiences was the 

attainment of positive results with regard to the inclusion of citizens and the improvement of the quality 

of life through the fight against sedentary lifestyles and the promotion of healthy habits. Thus, sport is 

seen as a successful tool in social and urban change given that it promotes integration, social cohesion, 

the consolidation of interpersonal relationships, the training of young people, and the generation of 

employment. For this reason, it is essential for cities to be able to bring sport to the community from 

school age. 
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2.4.2. Community Leadership Experiences 

The session on ‘Community Leadership Experiences’ was held on May 20
th

 from 14:00 to 15:30 hours at 

the Main Auditorium of Usina del Arte. 

Citizens were the protagonists of this meeting, under the premise that the organization of cohabitation 

and the creation of policies are not solely in the hands of the civil servants or experts, but also in those 

of the inhabitants of cities. The main idea was that the political classes should not be considered to be 

separate from the community, in isolation from each other. On the contrary, it is necessary to build 

alliances between public intervention and the community, given that only the latter knows what its 

needs are, and ought to be at the heart of its own social transformation. 

The gathering was moderated by Jorge Melguizo (consultant and speaker on public administration, 

integrated urban projects, and culture) and Mercedes Aranguren (President of the Convivir Foundation). 

The experiences shared during the session were as follows: 

 'Abidjan: Modern plant for the transformation of cassava', by Cathérine Zouzoua, councillor for 

the Abidjan District. 

 'Barcelona: Experience concerning public spaces and gender from the community leadership 

perspective' by Estel Crusellas, Coordinator of the Women's Information and Resources Centre 

(CIRD). 

 'Agra: Assisting the poorest communities of the suburbs through the smart use of technologies, 

sustainable social and economic impact, and the interface between the excluded communities 

and the administration of the city' by Renu Koshla, Director of the Centre for Urban and Regional 

Excellence (CURE) India. 

 'Participation of women in the administration of local neighbourhoods' by Ensieh Ghafouri 

Sharbaf, Policy councillor in Mashhad. 

Following this there were brief presentations under a “TED” format, which made the session dynamic 

and exciting. The speakers were: 

 Nelsa Curbelo, an expert in human rights, non-violence, and conflict resolution, from Guayaquil.  

 Alvaro Jourde, leader of 'Ruwasunchis', a cultural and citizen movement based in a peripheral 

community of Lima known as Manchay. 

Lastly, the evidence of the following community leaders and representatives from Buenos Aires was put 

forward: 

 Mario, Camilo, and Roxana, members of the 'La Hermandad' Band from Villa 20 de Lugano (who 

also gave a musical presentation). 

 Sara 'Chachi' Lázzaro, who chairs the Centre 'Luna Bu' for retired people and pensioners in Villa 

Pueyrredón. 

 Serafina Falagán, Director of the 'Los Ángeles' community canteen, chair of Villa 26 barrio de 

Barracas, and spokesperson for resettled inhabitants. 

 Fernando Ríos Avillo, from Villa Soldati, member of the project Orchestras and Choirs for Equity 

of the Ministry of Education of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires. 



Live the City • Final Report of the METROPOLIS 2015 Annual Meeting • Buenos Aires • May 18-21 

 

 17 

 

 Mario Delgado, who after spending seven years living rough, managed to turn his life around 

and now helps other people to escape from this situation, working with the Operational 

Department for Integral Assistance for the Homeless. 

 

In the first round of presentations, examples were given of projects in which networks of women are at 

the forefront as the main group involved. Many of these cases are highly significant because they are 

carried out in places where women are not free or independent, or there is gender inequality. However, 

they have been able to satisfy their needs, participate in NGOs, or be the brains behind the planning and 

urban management. Experiences were also described with regard to the poorest communities as the 

protagonists of programmes that seek to promote them as being responsible for the administration of 

the city. In this first round of presentations, the main conclusion was how important it is to listen to the 

community when planning and implementing any interventions.  

Other presentations during this session provided examples of how the agents of community change can 

be a successful driving force in generating improvements in citizens’ quality of life through local 

movements focussed on working towards peace, social rights, and inclusion. These are self-organizing 

phenomena which emerge in the neighbourhoods and which encourage processes of individual 

development and community empowerment. The initiatives described have shown that they have an 

enriching impact on social fabric, on the increase of autonomy in the administration of public and local 

spaces, and on the promotion of the common good, solidarity, and ethical values. 

To conclude, the importance of respecting and strengthening community leadership and networks was 

highlighted. There was also emphasis on the need for providing these kinds of experiences with more 

visibility in the various international forums, so that the authorities might listen and learn from these 

kinds of experiences. Lastly, it was pointed out that the presence of the State with policies for supporting 

people contributes to the construction of high-quality life projects. 
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2.5. Thematic Sessions – Innovation 

2.5.1. Creative and Collaborative Cities 

This thematic session was held on May 

19
th

 from 16:30 to 18:00 hours at the 

Microcine room of Usina del Arte. The 

session focussed on the beneficiaries of 

implementing public policies for 

innovation in METROPOLIS cities. 

Cities have been greatly influenced by the 

social and economic changes resulting 

from globalization, the transformation of 

production models, and new 

technologies. The traditional models for 

growth and global positioning are being 

replaced by models based on the collaborative and knowledge-based economy, models which promote 

sustainable and human development, based on social and disruptive innovation. This model of 

development gives a central role to the creative and cultural industries, social initiatives, and the 

collaborative economy. As such, it is necessary to focus on specific actions in order to be able to boost 

this economy, so that it contributes more to the generation of employment and business. 

Under the moderation of Mariano Mayer, Entrepreneurs Director-General of the Government of the City 

of Buenos Aires, the following experiences were shared: 

 ‘Strategic decisions for a creative city’ by Félix Manito, Director of the Kreanta Foundation 

from Barcelona. 

 'Entrepreneur strategy with a social vision' by Jorge 'Yoyo' Riva, social entrepreneur from 

Buenos Aires. 

 'Policies for innovation: results and beneficiaries' by Yue Chaoyang, Deputy Head of the Zhi 

Gong Chinese Party, Guangzhou Committee. 

 'Multi-stakeholder collaboration for social housing' by João Octaviano Machado Neto, 

Executive Secretary for Public-Private Partnerships of the São Paulo State Housing 

Department. 

During the speeches, the issue of local public policies for the promotion of the creative economy was 

tackled (support for entrepreneurs, the encouragement of business-friendly environments, business 

mentality, the creation of business incubators, the offer of training, etc.). It was agreed that in order to 

boost these sorts of economies, qualities such as a vision of the future, capacity to attract talent, and 

international co-operation are all necessary, amongst others. Meanwhile, it was pointed out that the 

keys that determine the creative leadership of a city are associated with factors such as education, 

innovation, diversity, inclusion, and values.   

  



Live the City • Final Report of the METROPOLIS 2015 Annual Meeting • Buenos Aires • May 18-21 

 

 19 

 

2.5.2. Urban and Open Innovation 

 

The second thematic session on Innovation was held on May 20
th

, from 13:30 to 15:00 hours, at the 

Microcine room of Usina del Arte. 

Open innovation is a tool that is widely used by companies and businesses around the world, but in 

actual fact its most significant impact may derive from this approach being adopted by local authorities. 

Open innovation offers the potential to improve citizens’ quality of life, to achieve changes and efficiency 

at local authorities, while also encouraging citizens and local businesses to participate more actively.  

In the current changing circumstances in which we find ourselves, it is important to be one step ahead of 

change, providing solutions and initiatives. With regard to cities, this requires imagination, creativity, and 

lateral thinking. It requires innovation applied to urban challenges, or in other words, urban innovation.  

The session was structured through speeches followed by round-table discussions where participants 

had the opportunity to debate certain issues raised by various specialists in urban management. The 

audience was made up of civil servants from member cities of METROPOLIS, academics, and members 

of NGOs on public policies. 

Sunil Dubey, Professor from the University of Sydney, began the working session by introducing the 

subject of urban and open innovation, with references to experiences and challenges. Subsequently, 

Alvaro García Resta, architect in charge of the Urban Innovation Team in the City of Buenos Aires, spoke 

about the subject of Urban Innovation; Rudi Borrmann, Director-General of Innovation and Open 

Government in the Government of the City of Buenos Aires, spoke about Open Innovation; and Cecilia 

Lucca, Coordinator of the Innovation and Creativity Table of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires, 

spoke about the administration of innovation within local authorities. 

Following this, the participants were divided into groups in order to discuss various problems and 

questions relating to urban and open innovation. The conclusions and challenges reported from these 

debates focussed on aspects such as the importance of connecting innovative ideas through virtual 
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communities, the generation of innovation hubs, the value of planning and the generation of projects, 

the increase of budgetary funds, and the tools of participatory budgets. Emphasis was also placed on 

the creation of contents in collaborative manner, which encourage the exchange of information and 

online knowledge management.  

The participants likewise identified some of the challenges to urban efficiency, such as the focus on 

sustainability, better use of public spaces, the optimization of transport, universal access to basic 

services, the use of new technologies, and the creation of employment and opportunities. Furthermore, 

there was interest in enriching the identity and role of citizens, and active participation in local areas and 

communities, and a return to what is collective, with value being placed on the dissemination and 

socialization of initiatives through social media.  

 

2.6. Thematic Sessions – Sustainability 

2.6.1.  Successful Examples of Adaptation and Resilience to 

Climate Change 

 

The session was held on May 19
th

 from 16:30 to 18:00 hours in the Chamber Room of Usina del Arte. 

The population growth of the major cities makes it necessary to take decisions on urban planning that 

take into account the challenges linked to the use of energy and water, gas emissions, the use of land, 

the prevention of pollution, and the regulation of traffic, amongst others. In this situation, the local 

authorities must implement sustainable growth policies which aim to offer solutions to mitigate and 

adapt to the effects of climate change. 

With the aim of sharing successful actions with which to tackle this problem, the session was moderated 

by Juan Carlos Villalonga, Chairman of the Environmental Protection Agency of the Government of the 

City of Buenos Aires. The following presentations were given: 
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 'The Sendai framework and urban resilience' by Ricardo Mena, Head of the Americas Regional 

Office of the UNISDR (United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction). 

 'Methodology for resilience and adaptation of cities to climate change' by Víctor Said, the 

architect and urban planner of the Île-de-France Region (IAU - IDF) Planning and Urban 

Development Institute, a specialist in the cases of Alexandria, Casablanca, and Tunis. 

 'The Future Urban Masterplan in the Barcelona Metropolis and climate change policies' by 

Eduard Saurina, Management Associate of the Barcelona Metropolitan Area. 

 'Signatory cities of the "No Regrets" Charter' by Paul James, Professor of Globalization and 

Cultural Diversity of the Culture and Society Institute of the University of Western Sydney (UWS). 

At the meeting, the challenges and drawbacks associated with climate change and natural disasters 

were debated, affecting many metropolises around the world, with particular reference to the cases of 

Alexandria, Barcelona, Berlin, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Johannesburg, Rabat, and Tunis. There was 

reference to the 2009 Johannesburg ‘Plan for Adapting to Climate Change’, and the Law on Adapting to 

and Mitigating Climate Change approved in Buenos Aires in 2011, as examples of plans which have been 

successful in tackling these problems. 

 

2.6.2. Towards a friendlier mobility 

The second sustainability thematic session was held on May 20
th

 from 13:30 a 15:00 hours at the 

Chamber Room of Usina del Arte. 

The subject of this meeting arose as a result of the identification of a central problem for cities: the 

excessive prominence of the motor car, which generates other drawbacks such as traffic jams, pollution, 

illness, and lack of safety. In order to resolve this, designing transport to be more friendly has been 

proposed as a way of making cities more sustainable, human, accessible, and healthy, with the aim of 

reducing traffic and making people’s travel more reliable. 

In a debate moderated by Daniely Votto Fontoura, Head of Strategic Relations at EMBARQ Brazil, and 

taking questions from the audience, the following experiences were shared: 

 Buenos Aires: 'The Sustainable Mobility Plan' by Juanjo Méndez, Head of the Committee of the 

Transport Department of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires. 

 Johannesburg: 'Friendly mobility in the city' by Lisa Seftel, Executive Director of the Department 

of Transport of the City of Johannesburg. 

 Seoul: 'The Project for the recovery of the River Chenggyecheon' by Soohjun Kim, Director of the 

Seoul Institute. 

 Rio de Janeiro: ‘Policies of mobility in 2016 Olympic Games' by Diego Blanc, Advisor on 

Institutional Relations and Bilateral Co-operation for the Rio de Janeiro City Hall. 

The presentations tackled the way in which urban initiatives in transport matters have benefits for 

citizens’ quality of life (pedestrians, cyclists, public transport users, traders, businesses, etc.), as well as 

on the economic and social development of the city.  
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The participants in this session shared the experiences of their cities, explaining how, through urban 

planning, they had been able to recover public spaces, build cycle lanes, administer transport efficiently, 

and revitalize services and businesses in local areas in order to reduce unnecessary travel. The essence 

of this subject is to understand that genuine transformation is possible with changes in three areas: 

infrastructure, operations, and behaviour. 

Some measures which were highlighted include the Rea Vaya Rapid Bus Transit, the promotion of cycling 

and the use of minibus taxis in Johannesburg; the transoeste, transcarioca, and transolímpica Rapid Bus 

Transit along with the promotion of cycling in Rio de Janeiro, and pedestrianization in Buenos Aires along 

with the Metrobus and Ecobici schemes.  

The project in Seoul involved the restoration of Cheonggyecheon, a canal buried under the Cheonggye 

Highway which used to result in a poor quality of life, depopulation, and the running down of the centre. 

In the case of Buenos Aires, the Sustainable Transport Plan has been implemented, which works on a 

paradigm shift based on thinking out public spaces in terms of mobility and not just transport. As such, 

there is more focus on the person and not just on the motor car or the bus. Within this framework, the 

Buenos Aires Sustainable Transport Plan has as its aim the improvement of the quality of life of 

residents, working on themes such as the priority of public transport, for which the main action is the 

construction of the Metrobus corridors. Currently, the network is 38 km in length and has an impact on 

the quality of the travel experience for over 640,000 people every day. 

With regard to healthy mobility, the aim is to promote travel by bicycle and on foot through the 

construction of a network of cycle lanes and the creation of a system of public bicycles known as Ecobici, 

as well as improving walkability by creating friendly environments for pedestrians. 
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2.7. Real-life experiences on the urban ground 

2.7.1. Walkabout 1: Southern Zone 

On May 19
th

, from 08:00 to 14:30 hours, 

the first Living Experience was held with a 

walk around the Southern Zone of the 

City of Buenos Aires. The visit had the aim 

of exploring various urban-

transformation policies focussing on 

social inclusion and citizen participation. 

The Government of the City of Buenos 

Aires has determined to reduce the 

inequality that exists between the south 

and the north of the city, with the main 

objective of transforming the area through the Southern Zone Regeneration Programme. For this 

purpose, priority is given to activities such as: interventions to improve the living conditions of residents; 

increasing access to culture, mobility, and transport; strengthening security, health, and education.  

Likewise, in order to achieve this transformation, the Government of the City of Buenos Aires has 

pursued the Integrated Urban Project which allows the public and private resources and efforts to be 

directed and co-ordinated towards a particular zone, tailoring the projects to the specific needs of that 

zone, in a way that involves community participation.  

The following activities took place during the walkabout: 

 

City Tower  

Tour of the tower and climb to the 

viewing gallery (at a height of 176 m), 

from where the main aspects of the 

Southern Zone Regeneration Programme 

were described in detail, along with the 

activities and the building works. From 

this high vantage point, it was possible to 

have a complete overview of the 

transformation of the area. 

During this activity, Horacio Rodríguez Larreta, Head of the Council of Ministers; Daniel Chain, Minister of 

Urban Development; Marina Klemensiewicz, Housing and Inclusion Secretary, and Francisco Irarrazával, 

Deputy Secretary for Sports, explained the scope of the Integrated Urban Project for Comuna 8, which 

includes, for example, the 2018 Youth Olympic Games, which will boost the growth and human 

development of the people who live there. 
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Before climbing to the top of the tower, the participants were able to observe and interact with persons 

manning a number of stands: 

 Inclusion and Development of Opportunities Nucleus (NIDO): this is a community team set up to 

promote social inclusion in the most vulnerable neighbourhoods though the development of 

their potential. 

 Housing and Inclusion Secretariat (SECHI): seeks to promote urbanization and social inclusion in 

informal settlements, temporary housing units, and social housing blocks. 

 Healthy Stations: these are places for the prevention of illness and the promotion of health, 

where nurses and nutritionists carry out basic checks with the aim of promoting healthy habits. 

The guests were also able to observe and participate in some of the recreational activities that took 

place at the base of the City Tower. Out of these we may highlight those of an artistic nature (community 

painting) and sporting nature (basketball). This latter activity consisted in an exhibition of the 3x3 format, 

in which young people play in two teams with three players each. The demonstration was overseen by 

and received organizational support from the International Basketball Federation (FIBA). 

 

Soldati Housing Estate (CHS) 

Located in the Comuna 8 neighbourhood, the 

second stop on the walkabout was the CHS, 

which covers 19 hectares and is composed of 

over 100 buildings (3,200 dwellings) with 

around 13,000 inhabitants. There it was 

possible to see the change that has been 

generated through the Social Housing 

Administration. Amongst the main 

transformations have been the water-

proofing, rendering, and painting of the building blocks; the Metrobus station at Avenida Roca; the 

construction of the Social Centre, and the construction and refurbishment of squares, play areas, sports 

grounds and meeting and rest areas, which are inclusion portals of the Government of the City of 

Buenos Aires, amongst others. During this stop, the guests were also able to view sporting activities (a 

football match) and musical activities (folk dancing). 

 

Metropolitan Design Centre (CMD) 

Visit and introduction to the policies which are developed there and a meeting with its direct 

beneficiaries. The CMD, which responds to the Creative Economy Department of the Government of the 

City of Buenos Aires, was created in 2001, and its premise is to be a reference-point for design and 

innovation, promoting and strengthening the interface between the community of design professionals, 

businesses and institutions, and the system for the generation of value. This promotes creativity, 

innovation, and entrepreneurial spirit as pillars of the economic development of the city. This is of 
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strategic importance to the city, which structures its efforts in this regard around the following key 

points: 

 Promotion of the Creative Industries through Creative Districts: seeking to promote certain 

industries by prioritizing areas which have historically been relegated, mostly in the Southern 

Zone. 

 Encouragement of innovation and entrepreneurial spirit, in order to generate employment and 

reduce poverty through development based on innovation. For this purpose, there are policies 

such as the Training and Inclusion for Work (FIT) Programme, aimed at assisting people with 

employment difficulties by way of training and financial support. Work is carried out with non-

governmental institutions in order to offer training in various trades, and entrepreneurial spirit is 

encouraged through subsidies for micro-ventures. 

Those who attended were also able to enjoy a display put on in conjunction with the Ministry of Social 

Development of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires, which showcased the work of the emerging 

designers, who likewise modelled with their creations. Furthermore, the audience was also able to watch 

the printing of the first 3D sustainable guitar in Latin America carried out at the CMD LAB. Also, they 

witnessed the dynamics of learning and work through some of the courses which were being held at 

that time. Lastly, the walkabout allowed them to view the exhibition space supplied to makers, 

manufacturers, hobbyists, artists, and artisans who are exploring new forms and new technologies. 
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2.7.2. Walkabout 2: City Centre 

The second real-life experienceson the urban ground took place on May 21
st

 from 10:00 to 12:30 hours 

with a walk around the historic quarter of the City of Buenos Aires. 

The central district (Microcentro porteño) is one of the areas with the highest flow of pedestrians and 

vehicles in the city, and constitutes one of the main commercial and employment hubs. With projects 

such as Metrobus, the Microcentro Plan, and the Sustainable Transport Plan, a profound transformation 

was achieved in how public spaces are used in this area, with an improvement in the quality of life of the 

people who work in the area, an increase in road safety, and a reduction in environmental pollution. 

The following activities were performed within the framework of this second experience: 

 Microcentro Plan: tour through the main interventions. 

 Sustainable Mobility Plan: tour of the 9 de Julio Metrobus(BRT), Combis Terminal, Ecobici System, 

cycle lanes and pedestrianization, amongst others. 

 

Microcentro Plan 

This plan, which has revitalized the centre 

of the City of Buenos Aires, began in 

November 2012 and was completed in 

August 2015. The project covers an area 

of 1.4 sq. km. The aim was to discover its 

main interventions: the introduction of 

LED street lamps, installation of benches, 

completion of tree-planting, organization 

of rubbish containers, transport islands, 

motorcycle parking, tourist bus, 

pedestrianization and safer pedestrian 

crossings, underground containers, 

amongst others. The project was carried 

out with respect for the original architecture. Furthermore, there was an effort to introduce a more 

efficient system of waste management, a reduction in pollution, traffic management, the residential 

development of the area, increased control and effective security around the perimeter, and the 

generation of a new cultural, tourism, and gastronomical centre that is of interest to all people travelling 

through or visiting the area. 

The participants began their walkabout in the Plaza de Mayo area, where they observed the 

refurbishment of the façade of the Primada Cathedral of Buenos Aires. Later they continued down Calle 

San Martín where they viewed the work being carried out to conserve and improve the cultural value of 

the buildings. Subsequently they visited the pedestrianized Florida, the recovery of which includes the 

tasks of organizing public spaces, reducing visual eyesores, and installing new street furniture and 

flagstones. Later they went up to the terrace of the emblematic Bencich Building, where they viewed the 

work being carried out to restore and recover its architectural beauty. 
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Sustainable Mobility Plan 

In order to build a city that is inclusive, healthy, and modern, it is necessary to give priority to public 

transport, to the promotion of sustainable transport, to the regulations and road safety, and to the 

introduction of technologies that allow information be provided in real time.  

Riding the Metrobus 9 de Julio (BRT system): the priority of this item was to use the Metrobus, which 

is the name given to the rapid transit system in Buenos Aires. The city achieved results such as reduced 

journey times, improved frequencies, higher-quality waiting, reduced pollution, and innovation, all of 

which taking into account the reality of the situation and the context in which each corridor was 

circumscribed. Nowadays, the Metrobus network is 38 km in length and transports 640,000 people every 

day. Its construction in the Avenida 9 de Julio, the most emblematic Avenue in Argentina, is a message to 

all: public spaces must be conceived and designed for people. 

    

First of all, the participants were taken to the stop located at Av. 9 de Julio and Av. Santa Fe, where they 

began their journey on the Metrobus. They alighted at the Obelisco Sur stop. Later, they visited the 

Combis Obelisco Terminal, the implementation of which had the aim of constructing an exclusive 

terminal for the organization and circulation of the minibuses operating in the area. Later they went to 

the Perón Bicycle Station, which forms part of the Ecobici project, a system of city bicycles. Lastly, the 

group went on a short walk through the Microcentro, along the Diagonal Norte, Florida, and Lavalle 

thoroughfares in order to then proceed to the Colón Theatre.  

 

Riding the Ecobicis (bike sharing system): The promotion of bicycle use is a strategic policy for the City 

of Buenos Aires. Nowadays, they are used by an ever-increasing number of citizens and their benefits 

are clearly visible. The Ecobici (public city bicycles) are also a fundamental part of sustainable transport 

which looks to the future. The tour centred on the construction of the network of safe cycle lanes, the 

Ecobici project, the policies for the promotion of bicycle use, and road-safety education. 

The tour began at the Monumento a los Españoles, located in Av. Libertador y Sarmiento. There the 

participants took their bicycles from the docking station to begin the journey which included the cycle 

lanes in the Libertador, Coronel Díaz, French, Juncal, and Arenales thoroughfares. There was a pause for 

the purpose of inspecting the infrastructure of the cycle lanes, and later another pause to explain the 

automation of the Ecobici. The bicycles were left at the Plaza San Martín in order to walk through the 

main avenues and pedestrianized streets of the Microcentro in order to reach the Colón Theatre. 
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2.8. METROPOLIS Workshops 

2.8.1. METROPOLIS Youth 

 This workshop was held on 18 May from 

11:00 to 12:30 hours at the 

Intersecretarias Hall at the Legislative 

Palace of the City of Buenos Aires. 

METROPOLIS Youth is the Association’s 

action programme which looks to the 

future in order to tackle the issues that 

affect people’s lives in the world’s major 

cities. Led by the city of Mashhad, 

METROPOLIS Youth brings together representatives of the new generations that make a difference to 

their cities, and connects them at a worldwide level. 

METROPOLIS Youth has the following aims, amongst others: to examine the different participation 

models for young people set up by the member cities; to give visibility to good practices; to contribute to 

the debate on intervention in urban matters, and to empower them as future leaders of the major 

metropolises. 

During the first part of the session, Hossein Kashiri, leader of METROPOLIS Youth, gave a presentation 

on the work carried out in his city, Mashhad, in order to involve young people in urban management, in 

which he set out the contents of the workshop entitled ‘Youth Commitment to Social Development’ 

carried out in April 2015 as part of the programmes of  METROPOLIS Training. 

he second part of the workshop was organized as a round-table discussion, in which the participants 

were able to set out, in a very personal manner, their experience with various kinds of youth 

participation in the governance of major cities. Amongst the cases debated, the participants discussed 

programmes launched by the local authorities (such as Berlin, Buenos Aires, and Mashhad) for them to 
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develop their professional careers in local government. Other significant issues discussed in the 

conversations were the growing participation of the representatives of the new generations in 

metropolitan legislative bodies, and the importance of listening to their voices through initiatives that 

combine perspectives on the future of cities with sport, artistic expression, and sustainability 

(experiences carried out, for example, in Medellin and Buenos Aires). 

This workshop offered a dynamic space for the exchange of experiences from different metropolises 

around the world with the participation of young people in urban management. There were short 

videos, round-table discussions, and a question and answer session. It was aimed at young people with 

an impact on the transformation of their city, and at persons who maintain a recognized dialogue with 

local authorities. Within this framework, the profile of the participants was technical, political, and 

administrative. 

 

2.8.2. METROPOLIS Women: gender mainstreaming in public 

policies 

This workshop was carried out on May 18
th

, from 11:00 to 12:30 hours in the San Martín Hall of the 

Legislative Palace of the City of Buenos Aires. 

In the year in which Beijing+20 is being celebrated, it is worth recalling that the agreements reached 

within the framework of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action included the application of 

a gender analysis to all programmes and interventions aimed at the equality and empowerment of 

women, the gender mainstreaming of actions, and gender analysis in the design and application of 

development programmes of a sectoral nature. 

Gender mainstreaming is deemed to be a strategy that has the aim of introducing policies on equality in 

a mainstream way in all policies and programmes. 

Although the Platform for Action envisaged gender equality in all aspects of life, twenty years later no 

country has been able to complete this programme, and difficulties in its implementation have been 

encountered. 

The workshop was carried out within the framework of the priorities defined as part of the METROPOLIS 

Women network with regard to: 

 Emphasizing the inclusion of gender awareness in the debates and activities of METROPOLIS; 

 Encouraging and promoting Urban Development that is sensitive to gender issues in all of its 

aspects: social, economic, cultural, and environmental. 

It was carried out in two blocks. The first part consisted in explaining the concept of gender 

mainstreaming and its impact on local policies and the welfare of citizens. Subsequently, trends were 

examined at an international level and practical cases were used to visualize the applicability of gender 

mainstreaming. The moderator was Montserrat Pallarès, co-ordinator of the Women Network and head 

of Institutional Relations at METROPOLIS, and the following cases were discussed:: 
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 Barcelona: 'The city's strategy for the promotion of gender mainstreaming' by Estel Crusellas, co-

ordinator of the Centre for Equality and Resources for the Women of the Barcelona City Council. 

 Brussels: 'Implementation of the gender-mainstreaming strategy' by Bianca Debaets, Secretary 

of State for equal opportunities of the Brussels Capital Region. 

 Buenos Aires: 'Women as protagonists of the transformation of their habitat' by Raquel Munt, 

Social Inclusion Director-General of the Housing and Inclusion Secretariat of the Government of 

the City of Buenos Aires. 

The second part of the workshop was moderated by Estel Crusellas with presentations followed by a 

participatory format with questions from the audience. It was an open activity which served to collect 

ideas that would contribute to promoting gender mainstreaming in our cities and the Association.  

During the discussion, items raised included the gender perspective in budgetary matters, the need for 

the creation of educational programmes, the training of civil servants (especially in local government), 

the need for a legal framework, and awareness needs. In all cases, it is crucial to involve the whole of 

society in this matter. 

Furthermore, the session allowed the conclusion to be reached that the crux of the discussion is to be 

found in the processes and institutions. The problem posed by the METROPOLIS Women network 

resides in gender differences, and how they are perceived and remedied. The first step is to 

acknowledge the problem in order to then apply the appropriate methodologies. These are not the 

same for all situations and locations; policies need to be adapted and must be flexible. The central 

challenge is to standardize processes.  

The Network also actively participated in the Board of Directors Meeting, during which the new 2015-

2017 METROPOLIS Action Plan was approved, which includes gender mainstreaming. During this 

session, the Network expressed its interest in a higher level of respect being paid to those contributions 

featuring gender awareness in the document to be submitted by METROPOLIS at the Habitat III 

Conference in 2016. Furthermore, in order to make the work of the Network more visible in the drafting 

and approval of a declaration for the World Conference, Buenos Aires and Barcelona represented the 

Network in the PrepCity session. 
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2.8.3. Connecting the Dots: Collaboration workshop for 

METROPOLIS’ teams 

 The workshop was held on 18 May from 13:30 to 17:00 hours in the San 

Martín Hall at the Legislative Palace of the City of Buenos Aires. 

In its 30 years, METROPOLIS has organized hundreds of events including 

congresses, annual meetings, international forums, training workshops, 

meetings and technical visits. It has also produced innumerable publications 

and communication campaigns, and developed digital platforms that 

facilitate cooperation and the joint work of different local administrations, 

connecting them globally for an effective exchange of knowledge, in addition to fostering collaborations 

with civil society, the academic sphere and the private sector. 

None of this work would have been possible without the collaboration of people from different parts of 

the world who have put their talent, time and energy into METROPOLIS over these decades. As well as 

the professionals at the Secretariat-General in Barcelona, the Association has the fundamental support 

of its members. Some of them comply with statutory roles, and representatives of the member-cities’ 

staff accompany the work of the Secretariat-General, contributing with their own local urban 

experiences and new project proposals. METROPOLIS also enjoys the valuable collaboration of 

volunteers from other sectors of society. 

However, all of this broad and copious body of knowledge is still not sufficiently shared amongst these 

parties. Within this framework arises the proposal of “Connecting the Dots”, to generate more effective 

and innovative ways to work together, which facilitate or boost opportunities for interaction between 

METROPOLIS members and partners. METROPOLIS brought together over 50 representatives from cities 

and partner organizations in a technical and dynamic workshop oriented towards action, with the aim of 

exploring the opportunities for existing synergies through the various points of the current functional 

structure of the Association. 

The workshop was designed in conjunction with Toni Blanco, a consultant on innovation in 

administration and an expert on collaborative work, who was also the moderator. The workshop sought 

to attain four collective objectives: 

 Acquiring know-how on all of the activities of METROPOLIS; 

 Connecting the leaders of the main activities of METROPOLIS; 

 Learning new strategies for collaborative work and the creation of value; 

 Promoting the implementation of the 2015-2017 METROPOLIS Action Plan in a more dynamic 

and participatory manner. 

The activity began with an introduction by the Secretary-General, Alain 

Le Saux. This was followed by ‘The Dots’, a presentation on the current 

activities of METROPOLIS and their structures. Subsequently, there 

was a co-operation exercise, the main theme of which was the 

learning of collaborative working strategies as a network. Lastly, the 

participants exchanged ideas. 
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2.9. METROPOLIS statutory and cordination meetings 

2.9.1. METROPOLIS Women International Network Meeting 

This meeting was held on May 18
th

 from 

9:00 to 10:30 hours at the San Martín Hall 

of the Legislative Palace of the City of 

Buenos Aires. 

The METROPOLIS Women International 

Network, introduced in Berlin in 2005, has 

the aim of creating an international space 

for exchange and co-operation between 

women holding political office, whether 

elected or appointed, executives, 

managers, and professionals operating at 

a local and metropolitan level. It has the following objectives: 

 Improving the representation and leadership of women in local authorities; 

 Facilitating the dissemination of experiences and good practices relating to gender equality; 

 Providing gender awareness in international debates. 

The meeting was co-ordinated by Montserrat Pallarès and Mireia Zapata, both from the METROPOLIS 

Secretariat General.  

The meeting was presided by Mme. Cathérine Zouzoua, Deputy Chair of the Africa region, who opened 

the session by delegation of the Chair, Francina Vila, making reference to the activities carried out by the 

Network, and the main challenges. Subsequently the policies and activities that the Network proposes to 

carry out from 2015 to 2017 were listed. This session also debated the organization of the 4th ‘Dynamic 

Cities Need Women’ World Forum in Latin America, which is to be held at the end of November 2015 and 

which will focus on gender mainstreaming in public policies. Later there was a presentation on the 

internal regulations which contain the latest resolutions of the Network. 

The meeting was closely linked to the ‘METROPOLIS Women: Gender mainstreaming in public policies’ 

workshop, which was held afterwards. In addition, the concept of gender mainstreaming was tackled, 

consisting in taking into account the distinct realities of women and men in society, and designing 

adaptive or responsive actions in order to achieve equality between the two sexes. The aim is not simply 

to create and implement actions that are specifically aimed at women, but rather to design, implement, 

and assess all policies through the lens of identifying and envisaging their repercussions on women and 

men. Thus, the aim is to promote the inclusion of the gender perspective in the organization, planning, 

and implementation of policies. 

At the meeting, emphasis was also placed on the central role played by the METROPOLIS Women 

network, not just with the aforementioned workshop, but also with the 2015-2017 METROPOLIS Action 

Plan, in the Declaration of the Association for Habitat III, and in the ‘Connecting the Dots’ workshop. 

Likewise, some of the representatives participated as speakers at some of the Thematic and Plenary 

Sessions (‘Community Leadership Experiences’ and ‘Voice of the Mayors’). 
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It was suggested that some of the ideas and proposals should be considered, such as: 

 Every year, the Network ought to focus on one issue every year in order to present a programme 

to METROPOLIS on the chosen subject, which would allow it to work better, instead of tackling 

too many issues all at once. 

 There was acknowledgement of the effort being made to recruit new representatives in the Latin 

America region, and consideration was given to the need to interact and add participants who 

are not necessarily civil servants in women-related areas in their cities. 

 There was a proposal to make the Network more visible, and the example was given of applying 

for international co-operation funds, or promoting local work with women at international 

events.  

 Consideration was given to the role of women and their contribution to the whole process of 

change. There were comments on the increase of women's participation in political, sporting, 

and other spheres. 

Towards the end of the meeting, the commitments undertaken were reviewed. These were as follows: 

the revision of the Women and Cities Document until the end of May; the decision on the city where the 

‘Dynamic Cities Need Women’ Forum is to be held; the closure of the regional agendas, and the 

continuation of the work on the Habitat III Document. 

 

2.9.2. Regional Secretaries Meeting 

The Regional Secretaries Meeting took 

place from 11:00 to 12:30 hours on 

Monday May 18
th

 in the Presidente Perón 

Hall of the Legislative Palace of the City of 

Buenos Aires. 

The following persons participated: Alain 

Le Saux, Secretary-General of 

METROPOLIS; Rahmatouca Sow Dieye, 

Africa Regional Secretary (Dakar); Rovena 

Negreiros, South America Regional 

Secretary (Sao Paulo); Barbara Berninger, 

Europe Regional Secretary (Berlin); Eugène Zapata, North America Regional Secretary (Mexico); Zhou Jian 

(Romeo), Deputy Director of the Multilateral Co-operation Working Group of the International Affairs 

Office of the Government of the Municipality of Canton, in representation of the Asia Regional Secretary 

(Liu Baochun); Agnès Bickart and Teresa Oliver, from the METROPOLIS Secretariat General; Frédérique 

Roussel, Head of External Relations and International Networks of the Île-de-France Region; Felipe de 

Jesús Gutiérrez, Urban Development and Housing Secretary of the Government of the City of Mexico; 

Anne Claes, Director of Brussels International and Representative of the Metropolis Treasury; Raphael 

Camargo, International Cooperation Advisor to the Sao Paulo State Government, and Jan Erasmus, 

Strategy and International Relations Director of the City of Johannesburg.  
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2.9.3. METROPOLIS Executive-Financial Committee Meeting 

 This was held on Tuesday May 19
th

 in the 

Main Hall of Usina del Arte, from 16:30 to 

18.00 hours. 

The following people participated in the 

meeting: Jean-Paul Huchon, Alain Le Saux, 

Felip Roca, Amal Benazzouz, Frédérique 

Roussel, Xavier Tiana, Mònica Batlle, Jean-

Luc Vanraes, Anne Claes, Sophie 

Willaumez, Geoffrey Makhubo, Zhou Jian, 

Barbara Berninger, Georg Schmidtgen, Pierre Desrochers, Rovena Negreiros, Helena Monteiro, 

Cathérine Zouzoua, Eugène Zapata, Hossein Kashiri, Joon Ho An, Jaime Fuentealba, Rahmatouca Sou 

Dieye, Montserrat Pallarès, Teresa Oliver, and Agnès Bickart. 

The meeting discussed the financial report on the 2014 budget, examining the performance of the 

budget and considering income, expenditure, and reserves, amongst others aspects.  
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2.9.4. METROPOLIS Board of Directors Meeting 

This meeting was held in the Main Hall of 

Usina del Arte on May 20
th

 from 14:00 to 

16:30 hours. 

Representatives from the following 

METROPOLIS members participated: Île-

de-France, Barcelona, Johannesburg, 

Guangzhou, Berlin, Brussels, Montreal, 

Sao Paulo (state), Sao Paulo (city), Abidjan, 

Mexico City, Mashhad, Seoul, Santiago de 

Chile Metropolitan Region, Istanbul, 

Chengdu, Quito, Buenos Aires, Dakar, and 

Porto Alegre. 

Also in attendance were Alain Le Saux, METROPOLIS Secretary-General; Felip Roca, candidate for 

Secretary-General; the Treasurer Jean-Luc Vanraes, and Marina Klemenciewicz on behalf of the 

International Women Network. Also in attendance were representatives from UCLG, Deloitte, and FMDV. 

Out of the main decisions taken by the Board of Directors, we may highlight the following: 

 Approval of the Minutes of the 2014 Board of Directors Meeting (Hyderabad). 

 Ratification of Felip Roca as the new Secretary-General of METROPOLIS as from 1 October 2015. 

 Approval of the Activities Report (August 2014 - March 2015). 

 Approval of the cities of San Salvador and Ramallah as new members of the Association. 

 Approval of the report on the implementation of the 2014 budget. 

 Approval of the creation and of the composition of the Finance Committee as part of the 

Executive Committee. 

 Approval of the implementation of the amended 2015 budget, and extension of the planning for 

the 2016 budget to December. 

 Approval of the inclusion of METROPOLIS in the UCLG taskforce on risk management, led by the 

CUF (United Cities of France). 

 Approval of the process led by the Co-Presidency of Berlin, Michael Müller, and the working 

dynamics proposed in relation to the METROPOLIS contribution project. 

 Approval of the mandate of the mayor of Montreal, Denis Coderre, as the METROPOLIS 

representative for Climate Change and COP21. 

 METROPOLIS supports the organization of the 2nd World Assembly of Local Authorities, and 

approves the proposed METROPOLIS Declaration read out by the President at this meeting. 

 Approval of the mandate of the Mayor of Johannesburg, Mpho Parks Tau, as representative of 

METROPOLIS for Basic Services and Social Inclusion. 

 Mandate to the Secretary-General to find a city to host the METROPOLIS Annual Meeting in 2016. 

 Approval to organize the XII World METROPOLIS Congress in Montreal in 2017, on the grounds 

that it is the city where METROPOLIS was created in 1985 and it hosted the Congress in 1993. 
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In addition, the METROPOLIS Board of Directors officially welcomed the new Secretary-General, Felip 

Roca, who officially takes office as from the fourth quarter of 2015, when the current Secretary-General, 

Alain Le Saux, steps down. Roca will be the fifth Secretary-General, coinciding with the 30th anniversary 

of the Association, which faces the future with numerous challenges at an international level, the 

administration of over 140 member cities, as well as facing new governance within the Association, 

amongst others. 

 

2.9.5. PrepCity – getting ready for Habitat III and the new 

urban agenda 

This meeting was held on May 20
th

 from 

16:00 to 17:30 hours in the Chamber Room 

of Usina del Arte, and was moderated by 

Paul James, Professor of Globalization and 

Cultural Diversity at the ICS and UWS in 

Australia, and Barbara Berninger, Regional 

Secretary of METROPOLIS Europe. 

PrepCity was an initiative set up by the city 

of Berlin, and it is proposed as a working 

group at METROPOLIS. The workshop was 

the starting point for the PrepCity Working 

Group, and a second gathering in early 2016 will be sought. 

The initiative seeks to support the efforts that UCLG has been leading with regard to the generation of 

debating forums in order to express the voices of local and regional authorities. The aim is to encourage 

the reflexion process in the implementation of the sustainable goals of the new urban agenda to be 

agreed during the United Nations Habitat III Conference.  

During the meeting, all interested metropolises were encouraged to participate in the discussion process 

on the future of cities. It was emphasized that cities have a great deal of experience and that local 

authorities can play a crucial role as interlocutors and negotiators in the establishment of the global 

agenda on Sustainable Urban Development. There were also discussions on the scope of Habitat III, as 

well as on the PrepCity concept. 

The speakers included Josep Roig, Secretary-General of UCLG, the Governing Mayor of Berlin Michael 

Müller, the Mayor of Johannesburg, Mpho Parks Tau, and the Deputy Mayor of the Quito Metropolitan 

District, Daniela Chacón. Marina Klemensiewicz and Estel Crusellas represented Buenos Aires and 

Barcelona respectively, with the intention of demonstrating the work of the METROPOLIS Women in the 

process of drafting and agreeing a declaration for the world conference. Likewise, Hossein Kashiri 

participated on behalf of METROPOLIS Youth. 

  



Live the City • Final Report of the METROPOLIS 2015 Annual Meeting • Buenos Aires • May 18-21 

 

 37 

 

2.9.6. Global Fund for Cities Development (FMDV) General 

Assembly Meeting 

This meeting was held on May 20
th

 from 16:00 to 17:30 hours in the Main Hall of Usina del Arte. 

The Global Fund for Cities Development (FMDV) is a network that facilitates direct and autonomous 

access to funding for local authorities. It was set up in October 2010 as an initiative by METROPOLIS, by 

United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), and by 34 founding members (cities and networks of 

cities). The FMDV is a network of political solidarity for the strengthening of the financial capacities of 

local authorities, by local authorities. 

The FMDV was created out of the need for local authorities to have operational and functional assistance 

in the search for sustainable and viable financial solutions for the projects promoted by local authorities. 

The FMDV provides technical assistance and financial engineering throughout the entire process of 

drawing up Urban Development projects (definition, search for finance, and organization). It facilitates 

access by local authorities to the financial resources that are best suited to their needs, and under the 

best conditions: guaranties, loans, subsidies, donations, capital markets, endogenous instruments. This 

dual component of technical support for Urban Development and financial engineering in order to 

facilitate access to sustainable funding, allows governments, elected authorities, and their technical 

teams to design, implement, and assess their own development projects, in accordance with the 

characteristics and the potential of their territory, and in consultation with other interested local parties.. 

The meeting brought together the members of FMDV, and served to present the organization’s activities 

discuss its strategy. The representatives of the METROPOLIS member cities forming part of the General 

Assembly were able to participate in this meeting (albeit without the right to vote). 

 

2.9.7. Urban Innovation Workshop 

On May 21
st

 from 15:00 to 17:00 hours, a workshop was carried out at the new building of the 

Government of the City of Buenos Aires, located in the Parque Patricios quarter, to take an in-depth look 

at the case of the Buenos Aires Innovation Board, within the framework of a round of studies that the 

City of Guangzhou is carrying out amongst the finalist cities for its Urban Innovation award.  

Buenos Aires was selected from amongst numerous cities by the Technical Committee of the Guangzhou 

International Award as it is a leading city in matters of Urban Innovation. In this manner it joined a list of 

15 cities which have been finalists for the Canton International Award for Urban Innovation in 2014. The 

initiative selected was the ‘Innovation and Creativity Board’ which explores new forms of inter-

departmental collaboration. 

The Workshop was entitled ‘Inter-departmental Collaboration and Urban Governance’ and it involved the 

participants examining and discussing the case in greater depth. The experience served to learn about 

the ways in which to strengthen administration in innovation in global cities. 

The opening words of welcome were spoken by the Buenos Aites Minister of Modernization, Andrés 

Ibarra. The workshop began formally with some words by the representative of the city of Guangzhou, 
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Yang Jiancheng, Vice Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC). 

Subsequently there were interventions by Tomás Kroyer, Director General of International Relations and 

Co-operation of the City of Buenos Aires; Alain Le Saux, Secretary-General of METROPOLIS, and Josep 

Roig, Secretary-General of UCLG. The workshop concluded with some comments by He Yanling, 

professor of the School of Governance of the University of Sun Yat-Sen and a representative of the 

Guangzhou International Award. 

The workshop culminated with a walkabout in the area surrounding the building, so that the participants 

could observe some examples of urban innovation carried out and promoted by the Innovation Board. 
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2.10. Social Events 

2.10.1. Welcome Reception 

The Opening Reception was held on 

Monday 18 May from 20:00 to 22:00 

hours in the Salón Dorado of the 

Legislative Palace of the City of Buenos 

Aires.  

Present were the international delegates 

as well as members of the diplomatic 

corps with accreditation in Argentina, 

legislators from the Autonomous City of 

Buenos Aires, civil servants from the 

Legislative Palace, and other special 

guests. 

Cristian Ritondo, First Deputy Chair of the Legislature, welcomed all those present and highlighted that 

the themes of the gathering (Inclusion, Innovation, and Sustainability) were the same as those that guide 

the administration of the City of Buenos Aires, as well as being subjects for the new legislative 

programme. Likewise, he pointed out the significance of the event in order to be able to share 

experiences and thoughts with experts from all continents. 

The reception continued with a tango performance. 

 

2.10.2. Gala dinner & celebration of METROPOLIS 30th 

Anniversary 

The dinner was held on Wednesday May 20
th

 

from 20:00 to 22:00 hours in the ‘Piazzolla Tango’ 

theatre. The event began with an opening 

reception for the participants. Subsequently, the 

guests took their seats to enjoyed the dinner, 

which was interspersed with tango 

performances. When the dessert course arrived, 

a cake was cut to commemorate METROPOLIS’ 

30
th

anniversary. Jean Paul Huchon, Josep Roig, 

Alain Le Saux, and Marina Klemensiewicz all said 

a few words, and gifts were handed out to some 

of the protagonists of the association’s thirty-

year history. 
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2.10.3.  Closing Ceremony 

The Closing Ceremony was held at midday on May 21
st

 at the Colón Theatre. Before the luncheon began, 

the guests went on a tour of the theatre premises, during which specialist guides explained the history 

of the theatre and showed off the restoration works and value of the theatre.  

Following the closing cocktail, Alain Le Saux, Marina Klemensiewicz, and Tomás Kroyer said some words 

to conclude the METROPOLIS Annual Meeting, mainly to thank all the participants and associates. 
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3. Reflections on the METROPOLIS Annual Meeting 

This section includes reflections and observations arising from the 2015 METROPOLIS Annual Meeting in 

Buenos Aires, and linked to the ‘Live the City’ theme. 

 

 

Mauricio Macri, Head Governor of the City of Buenos Aires, encouraged all to: ‘Take up the challenge to 

generate modern, inclusive, and sustainable solutions so that people can live better’. 

He highlighted the importance of the authorities developing ‘collective-intelligence models that improve 

the quality of public spaces and promote social inclusion and equal opportunities’. 

‘It is not just a question of surviving in a city, but rather being able to live there with dignity, freedom, 

education, health, employment, and basic supplies’. 

‘In our city we have redoubled our efforts over all these years to put an end to the inequality that existed 

between the north and the south, generating multiple activities in all neighbourhoods and locations that 

had historically been overlooked’. 

 

Jean Paul Huchon, President of METROPOLIS and of the Île-de-France Regional Council, highlighted the 

significance of cities in the fight against climate change, pointing out that more people travel on just one 

of the 100 express train lines in Paris than on the entire high-speed train network in France. But in order 

for initiatives that seek to increase the use of public transport to succeed, he warned that cities ‘must be 

able to absorb a significant increase in passenger numbers’. 
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Michael Müller, Mayor of Berlin, with reference to the primary role that local authorities must perform 

in the preparation of the New Urban Agenda, said: ‘Let us not wait and see where the national and 

international institutions decide to locate them. We should get involved in this process. Let us do this as 

quickly as possible in order to avoid the future of our cities being decided by others’.  

‘Cities have the biggest problems – waste, traffic, energy consumption, water – but they also have the 

best-equipped resources to deal with them such as businesses and universities’.  

‘We must have the confidence to make use of the richness of the experience that we acquire through 

this daily work, and given that cities are bigger, we must be ready to raise our voice. If we all do this and 

we manage to unite our interests, I am sure that in the end an indisputable Voice of the Mayors will 

emerge out of the multiple voices of mayors’. 

 

Denis Coderre, Mayor of Montreal, stated: ‘In the major cities, people want and prefer surface transport. 

It is more efficient. Furthermore, tunnelling is hard work and takes a long time. We must be more 

practical, and that is why we have opted for electric trains’. 

Asked about the similarities between Montreal and Buenos Aires, the civil servant explained: ‘We have 

many things in common, including great cultural diversity and a passion for sport. I am here to examine 

the problems and work together’. 

 

Ana Olivera, Mayor of Montevideo, pointed out the importance of creating planning that is linked to the 

issues of climate change and which includes citizen participation. She emphasized that politics, planning, 

specific actions, and the involvement of citizens are fundamental, but likewise policies of an educational 

nature cannot be ignored given that they are very necessary. 

 

José Fortunati, Mayor of Porto Alegre, emphasized that the Mayors must have an active and specific 

voice in the major international forums that tackle the issues of climate change, given that these tend to 

sideline local authorities. He added that it is necessary for participation not to be figurative but rather 

fundamental. 

 

Mpho Parks Tau, Mayor of Johannesburg, emphasized the importance of ‘citizens who are active and 

committed, such that they do not become passive participants in their destiny, but rather form an 

integral part of the direction that the city is taking’. 

 

Claudio Orrego, Governor of the Metropolitan Region de Santiago, encouraged delegates to think about 

the challenge of climate change as a question that is inherently political, and not simply a technical or 

administrative matter. He said ‘We must politicise the debate on climate change, and make it part of 

people’s everyday lives’. 
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Mónica Fein, Mayor of Rosario, said: ‘For us it is a pleasure to be able to discuss and debate how cities 

can work to integrate the Sustainable Development Goals. Many years ago we made strategic planning 

our goal. In 1998 we drew up our first Strategic Plan. We have completed 72 of the projects that we put 

forward in that plan, with a broad debate among citizens. This means 75% of the projects that society as 

a whole, in its economic, social, and cultural sectors, dreamed of for their city’. 

‘We also worked with the Abre Plan, integrated with the region, the town, and the metropolitan area, in 

order to generate urban integration’. 

 

Daniela Chacón, Deputy Mayor of the Quito Metropolitan District, commented that the Government of 

Ecuador is working hard to ensure the active participation of its local authorities in the formulation of 

the agenda.  

‘It is we, the local authorities, who must implement the policies that are debated at a national level. If we 

do not have a voice to determine how they are implemented, or what the priorities are or what 

instruments and mechanisms may be used, we will have little to show the world in 20 years in terms of 

the goals we set ourselves’. 

 

Helen Fernández, A Acting Metropolitan Mayor of Caracas, made reference to: ‘A political crisis’ in the 

Venezuelan capital due to a campaign led by the Government to weaken local authorities. As such, she 

emphasized that: ‘We urge the cities of the world not to ignore this reality. We cannot have sustainability 

without governance’. 
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4. Annexes 

4.1. Press coverage of the 2015 METROPOLIS Annual Meeting 

Summary 
 

 39 members from different news media were in attendance during the inauguration on Tuesday 

May 19
th

. 

o Foreign correspondents from Germany, Brazil, Canada, China, Spain, France, Great 

Britain, Mexico. 

o Presence of television and radio media: TV Pública, Telefé, 360 TV, México TV, Radio 

Nacional, Radio De La Ciudad, Radio Cultura, Radio France International, Radio El Sol. 

 #VivirlaCiudad, #Livethecity” and #Metropolis2015 were trending topics on twitter, reaching 1 

million tweets. 

 Press conferences with the Mayors of Berlin and Montreal led to articles published in Canadian 

and German newspapers. 

The following tables provide detailed and varied information on press coverage of the METROPOLIS 

Annual Meeting. The list does not include all articles published but reflects the majority of the 

(significant) articles linked to the event. 

 

Table 1: Artícles published in Argentina 

Headline Source Publication 

date 

URL 

Mauricio Macri: "Hay que 

desarrollar modelos de 

inteligencia colectiva que 

favorezcan la inclusión 

social y la igualdad de 

oportunidades" 

La Nación Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1794170-

mauricio-macri-hay-que-desarrollar-

modelos-de-inteligencia-colectiva-que-

favorezcan-la-inclusion-social-y-la-igualdad-

de-oportunidades 

Para el alcalde de 

Montreal, el transporte 

público en superficie es 

"más eficiente" que el 

subte  

La Nación Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://www.lanacion.com.ar/1794000-para-

el-alcalde-de-montreal-el-transporte-

publico-en-superficie-es-mas-eficiente-que-

el-subte 

Mauricio Macri 

inaugurará “Metrópolis” 

2015 en la Usina del Arte 

Nueva 

Ciudad 

Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://nueva-ciudad.com.ar/mauricio-

macri-inaugurara-metropolis-2015-en-la-

usina-del-arte/ 

Macri será anfitrión de 

Metrópolis, encuentro 

internacional de alcaldes 

Parabuenos

aires.com 

Monday, May 

18, 2015 

http://parabuenosaires.com/macri-sera-

anfitrion-de-metropolis-encuentro-

internacional-de-alcaldes/ 

Macri dio comienzo a la 

Reunión Anual de 

Metrópolis en la Usina del 

Arte 

Parabuenos

aires.com 

Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://parabuenosaires.com/macri-dio-

comienzo-a-la-reunion-anual-de-

metropolis-en-la-usina-del-arte/ 

Arranca Metrópolis, el 

encuentro de intendentes 

de grandes ciudades 

Minuto 

político 

Monday, May 

18, 2015 

http://www.minutopolitico.com.ar/caba/42

54-arranca-metropolis-el-encuentro-de-

intendentes-de-grandes-ciudades 

http://bit.ly/1IPmqKV
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Macri inaugurará 

Metrópolis 2015 

ADN ciudad Friday, May 15, 

2015 

http://www.adnciudad.com/content/view/2

7783/29/ 

“Soluciones modernas e 

inclusivas” 

ADN ciudad Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://www.adnciudad.com/content/view/2

7806/29/ 

Mujeres PRO en CABA 
El diario de 

Tandil 

Monday, May 

18, 2015 

http://www.eldiariodetandil.com/2015/05/1

8/mujeres-pro-en-caba/ 

Macri: "Hay que generar 

soluciones modernas e 

inclusivas para que la 

gente viva mejor" 

Diario El 

Argentino 

Wednesday, 

May 20, 2015 

http://www.diarioelargentino.com.ar/notici

as/150880/Macri-%E2%80%9CHay-que-

generar-soluciones-modernas-e-inclusivas-

para-que-la-gente-viva-mejor%E2%80%9D 

Macri dijo que el desafío 

es generar soluciones 

modernas, inclusivas y 

sustentables 

El 

intransigent

e 

Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://www.elintransigente.com/argentina/

2015/5/19/macri-dijo-desafio-generar-

soluciones-modernas-inclusivas-

sustentables-317274.html 

Montréal Mayor wants to 

promote summit of top 

30 cities 

Buenos 

Aires Herald 

Tuesday, May 

19, 2015 

http://www.buenosairesherald.com/article/

189554/montr%C3%A9al-mayor-wants-to-

promote-summit-of-top-30-cities 

Berlin Mayor Michael 

Müller: Cities have the 

biggest problems 

Buenos 

Aires Herald 

Thursday, May 

21, 2015 

http://www.buenosairesherald.com/article/

189707/berlin-mayor-michael-

m%C3%BCller-cities-have-the-biggest-

problems 

Fein expuso experiencias 

locales de gestión en 

destacado foro mundial 

de alcaldes  

Rosario Net Thursday, May 

21, 2015 

http://www.rosarionet.com.ar/rnetw/nota1

58628 

En Capital, Fein disertó 

sobre la proyección 

internacional de Rosario 

Rosario3 Wednesday, 

May 20, 2015 

http://www.rosario3.com/noticias/En-

Capital-Fein-diserto-sobre-la-proyeccion-

internacional-de-Rosario-20150520-

0054.html 
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Table 2: Articles published in Latin America 

Headline Source Publication date URL 

Alcaldía Mayor presentó 

Plan Estratégico 2020 en 

Encuentro de Metrópolis 

El Universal 

(Venezuela) 

Wednesday, May 

20, 2015 

http://www.eluniversal.com/caracas/15

0520/alcaldia-mayor-presento-plan-

estrategico-2020-en-encuentro-de-

metropol 

Helen Fernández 

solicitará solidaridad y 

cohesión de gobiernos 

El Universal 

(Venezuela) 

Monday, May 18, 

2015 

http://www.eluniversal.com/caracas/15

0518/helen-fernandez-solicitara-

solidaridad-y-cohesion-de-gobiernos 

Encuentro Metropolis 

‘Vivir la Ciudad’ Helen 

Fernández solicitará 

solidaridad de gobiernos 

para mejorar calidad de 

vida 

2001.com 

(Venezuela) 

Monday, May 18, 

2015 

http://www.2001.com.ve/en-la-

agenda/97745/helen-fernandez-

solicitara-solidaridad-de-gobiernos-

para-mejorar-calidad-de-vida-.html 

 

Comienza el encuentro de 

alcaldes de grandes 

ciudades en Buenos Aires 

Hola ciudad 

(América 

Latina) 

Tuesday, May 19, 

2015 

http://www.holaciudad.com/comienza-

el-encuentro-alcaldes-grandes-

ciudades-buenos-aires-n587101 

 

Comienza encuentro de 

alcaldes de grandes 

ciudades en Buenos Aires 

Terra  

(Chile, 

Colombia o 

Perú) 

Tuesday, May 19, 

2015 

http://noticias.terra.com.pe/mundo/lati

noamerica/comienza-encuentro-de-

alcaldes-de-grandes-ciudades-en-

buenos-

aires,c893a4fbf946838e289e27d7fefe0

5bfccwyRCRD.html 

Comienza el encuentro de 

alcaldes de grandes 

ciudades en Buenos Aires 

Aguas Digital 

(México) 

Tuesday, May 19, 

2015 

 

http://www.aguasdigital.com/actualida

d/leer.php?idnota=10806722&efenew=

1 

 

IM participa junto a 139 

ciudades de encuentro de 

Metrópolis en Buenos 

Aires 

 

Radio Monte 

Carlo 

(Uruguay) 

Tuesday, May 19, 

2015 

http://www.radiomontecarlo.com.uy/e

s/2015/05/19/politica/im-participa-

junto-a-139-ciudades-de-encuentro-de-

metropolis-en-buenos-aires/ 

Intendenta Ana Olivera 

participará de reunión 

anual de Metrópolis en 

Buenos Aires 

La Red 21 

(Uruguay) 

Sunday, May 17, 

2015 

http://www.lr21.com.uy/politica/12332

85-intendenta-ana-olivera-participara-

de-reunion-anual-de-metropolis-en-

buenos-aires 

Rocha anuncia un viaje a 

Argentina a días de la 

transición 

Página Siete 

(Bolivia) 

Wednesday, May 

13, 2015 

http://www.paginasiete.bo/sociedad/2

015/5/13/rocha-anuncia-viaje-

argentina-dias-transicion-56459.html 

URUGUAY: Intendenta 

Ana Olivera participará de 

reunión anual de 

Metrópolis en Buenos 

Aires 

Entorno 

Inteligente 

(Uruguay) 

Sunday, May 17, 

2015 

http://www.entornointeligente.com/art

iculo/5951243/URUGUAY-Intendenta-

Ana-Olivera-participaraacute;-de-

reunioacute;n-anual-de-

Metroacute;polis-en-Buenos-Aires-

17052015 

Alcaldía Metropolitana 

presentó su Plan 

Estratégico 2020 en 

Encuentro de Metrópolis 

Entorno 

Inteligente 

(Uruguay) 

Wednesday, May 

20, 2015 

http://www.entornointeligente.com/art

iculo/5978333/Alcaldia-Metropolitana-

presento-su-Plan-Estrategico-2020-en-

Encuentro-de-Metropolis 

Helen Fernández eleva la 

voz de Antonio Ledezma 

ante reunión de Alcaldes 

del mundo  

Entorno 

Inteligente 

(Uruguay) 

Thursday, May 21, 

2015 

http://www.entornointeligente.com/art

iculo/5989356/Helen-Fernandez-eleva-

la-voz-de-Antonio-Ledezma-ante-

reunion-de-Alcaldes-del-mundo 

http://www.eluniversal.com/caracas/150520/alcaldia-mayor-presento-plan-estrategico-2020-en-encuentro-de-metropol
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Table 3: Articles published in the rest of the world 

Headline Source Publication 

date 

URL 

Mauricio Macri: "Hay que 

desarrollar modelos de 

inteligencia colectiva que 

favorezcan la inclusión 

social y la igualdad de 

oportunidades" 

Yahoo 

Noticias 

(EEUU) 

Martes 19 de 

mayo de 2015 

https://es-

us.noticias.yahoo.com/mauricio-macri-

desarrollar-modelos-inteligencia-

colectiva-favorezcan-inclusi%C3%B3n-

220915130.html 

Metropolis-Städtenetzwerk: 

Berlins 

BürgermeisterreistnachArg

entinien 

Latina Press 

(Alemania) 

Lunes 18 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://latina-press.com/news/200022-

metropolis-staedtenetzwerk-berlins-

buergermeister-reist-nach-argentinien/ 

Ahead of Habitat III, mayors 

must ‘bundle interests’ and 

speak as one 

Citiscope Viernes 22 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://citiscope.org/habitatIII/news/201

5/05/ahead-habitat-iii-mayors-must-

bundle-interests-and-speak-one 

Coderre makes Argentina 

trip in bid to host 2017 

Metropolis World Congress 

Montreal 

Gazette 

(Canadá) 

Sábado 16 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://montrealgazette.com/news/local

-news/coderre-makes-argentina-trip-in-

bid-to-host-2017-metropolis-world-

congress 

Coderre heads to Argentina 

to bid for Metropolis World 

Conference 2017 

CJAD.com 

(Canadá) 

Domingo 17 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.cjad.com/cjad-

news/2015/05/17/coderre-heads-to-

argentina-to-bid-for-metropolis-world-

conference-2017 

Montréal is a candidate for 

hosting the Metropolis 

congress in 2017 - Mayor of 

Montréal on a mission in 

Argentina 

Canada News 

Wire (Canadá) 

Sábado 16 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/1538

309/montreal-is-a-candidate-for-

hosting-the-metropolis-congress-in-

2017-mayor-of-montreal-on-a-mission-

in-argentina 

Montréalcandidatepour la 

tenue du congrès de 

Metropolis en 2017 - Le 

maire de Montréal en 

mission en Argentine 

Le lézard 

(Canadá) 

Sábado 16 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.lelezard.com/communique-

7069002.html 

Denis Coderre en mission 

en Argentine 

Le Devoir 

(Canadá) 

Lunes 18 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.ledevoir.com/politique/mo

ntreal/440330/denis-coderre-en-

missino-en-argentine 

El alcalde de Montreal se 

encuentra en Argentina 

para la reunión anual de 

Metropolis 

Noticias 

Montreal 

(Canadá) 

Lunes 18 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://noticiasmontreal.com/148957/al

calde-montreal-denis-coderre-

argentina-visita-buenos-aires/ 

Montréal is chosen as the 

host city for the Metropolis 

congress in 2017 

Canada News 

Wire (Canadá) 

Miércoles 20 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/1540

299/montreal-is-chosen-as-the-host-

city-for-the-metropolis-congress-in-

2017 

Müllers tango durch 

Buenos Aires 

BZ Berlin 

(Alemania)  

Jueves 21 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.bz-

berlin.de/landespolitik/muellers-tango-

durch-buenos-aires 

Täglicher Blog – Michael 

Müller tourtdurch Buenos 

Aires 

BerlinerMorg

enpost 

(Alemania) 

Domingo 17 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.morgenpost.de/berlin/articl

e140980776/Taeglicher-Blog-Michael-

Mueller-tourt-durch-Buenos-Aires.html 

Michael Müller auf Reisen Berlin Online 

(Alemania)  

Martes 19 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.berlinonline.de/nachrichten

/mitte/michael-mller-auf-reisen-64196 
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Weltstädtenetzwerküberni

mmt BerlinerInitiative 

 

 

Die Welt 

(Alemania) 

Jueves 21 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.welt.de/regionales/berlin/a

rticle141238594/Weltstaedtenetzwerk-

uebernimmt-Berliner-Initiative.html 

Berlin 

weitetKlimapartnerschaftmi

t Buenos Aires aus 

Focus 

(Alemania) 

Jueves 21 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.focus.de/regional/branden

burg/senat-berlin-weitet-

klimapartnerschaft-mit-buenos-aires-

aus_id_4699235.html 

Berlins 

RegierenderBürgermeisterb

eiStädtetreffen in Buenos 

Aires 

Mitteldeutsch

eZeitung 

(Alemania) 

 

 

Martes 19 de 

mayo de 2015 

http://www.mz-web.de/politik/berlins-

regierender-buergermeister-bei-

staedtetreffen-in-buenos-

aires,20642162,30730008.html 

Ciudades Creativas en 

Buenos Aires 

FundaciónKre

anta 

(Barcelona) 

Miércoles 10 de 

junio de 2015 

http://inicio.ciudadescreativas.org/2015

/06/ciudades-creativas-en-buenos-

aires/ 
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http://www.mz-web.de/politik/berlins-regierender-buergermeister-bei-staedtetreffen-in-buenos-aires,20642162,30730008.html
http://www.mz-web.de/politik/berlins-regierender-buergermeister-bei-staedtetreffen-in-buenos-aires,20642162,30730008.html
http://www.mz-web.de/politik/berlins-regierender-buergermeister-bei-staedtetreffen-in-buenos-aires,20642162,30730008.html
http://www.mz-web.de/politik/berlins-regierender-buergermeister-bei-staedtetreffen-in-buenos-aires,20642162,30730008.html
http://inicio.ciudadescreativas.org/2015/06/ciudades-creativas-en-buenos-aires/
http://inicio.ciudadescreativas.org/2015/06/ciudades-creativas-en-buenos-aires/
http://inicio.ciudadescreativas.org/2015/06/ciudades-creativas-en-buenos-aires/
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4.2. Abbreviations and acronyms 

Abbreviations and 

acronyms 

Complete term 

FMDV Global Fund for Cities Development 

UCLG United Cities and Local Governments 

CPPCC Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference 

COP21 Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change 

INDER National Sports, Physical Education, and Recreation Institute of Medellin 

TED Technology, Entertainment, and Design 

CIRD Women’s Information and Resources Centre (Barcelona) 

CURE Centre for Urban and Regional Excellence 

GCBA Government of the City of Buenos Aires 

PUI Integrated Urban Project 

CHS Soldati Housing Estate 

CMD Metropolitan Design Centre 

FIT Training and Inclusion for Work 

LED Light-emitting diode 

BRT Bus Rapid Transit 

MITI Metropolis International Training Institute 

NIDO Inclusion and Development of Opportunities Nucleus 

BA Buenos Aires 

IAU-IDF Planning and Urban Development Institute of the Île-de-France Region 

UWS University of Western Sydney 

ICS Culture and Society Institute 

SECHI Housing and Inclusion Secretariat 

GIUI Guangzhou Urban Innovation Institute 

NGO Non-Governmental Organization 

UNISDR The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
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