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Why Does Inequality Matter?



Why combat inequality?

1.Because it is at an all time high

2.Because all principles of distributive justice 

indirectly condemn it.

3.Because of its causes

4.Because of its consequences

5.Because it is moving to town



Economic inequality is greater than 

ever, even as relational equality 

(women, children,minorities…) may 

also be better than ever.



80 people

= half 

humanity 

(4 billion)
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PRINCIPLES

• Utility:greatest happiness of the greatest number
• Sufficiency: what matters is that all have enough
• Priority: benefits matter more the worse off you are
• Equality: it is bad if some are worse off than others



Diminishing marginal utility
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Falling stars challenge













Greater visibility of both social 

and natural inequalities



Public parks: social blenders?





Ecology and equality 



Thank you!


