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Now in its third edition, Venice City Solutions 2030 was held this year on 26-27 November. The event, co-
organised by United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) and its Italian section AICCRE, the UNDP, UN-
Habitat and the UN SDG Action Campaign, aimed to make advances towards the local implementation of the 
SDGs. Insights from metropolises around the world were shared during the two-day meeting. This 2020, the 
event shed light on how the 2030 Agenda can be a long-term planning instrument for cities and how the 
SDGs play a key role in assessing, analysing and creating a future vision for territories.

The first day of the session served as an introduction to the topic, taking a look at the role of a sustainable 
transition in the future of urban spaces. In particular, the speakers reflected on coordination between 
different stakeholders to reach the UN goals.
“We want you to visualise the SDGs in cities. The only way the SDGs will be achieved and the 2030 Agenda 
can succeed is if they are owned by cities.” Emilia Saiz, UCLG Secretary General, clearly highlighted the 
importance of local governance in implementing sustainable development strategies. She talked about the 
need for a new approach to policy on urban issues and stated: “Transformation has to be local or it will 
simply not happen.”

This emergency period is seen by many people as an opportunity to make that transformation possible. 
Marina Ponti, UN SDG Action Campaign Director, reflected further on this point: “Political leaders around the 


