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Culture as an essential tool for rethinking our 
metropolitan spaces
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A transnational group of over 20 cities and 50 contributors has started an initiative supporting the right to 
participate in cultural life as a condition for a better society. The main achievement of the project so far is 
the “2020 Rome Charter”, led by the city of Rome and the UCLG Committee on Culture. A conference for this 
culture charter will be held in Rome from 1-3 October 2020, and in preparation for the event Metropolis 
organised an online debate, titled “Culture as a dimension to rethink metropolitan spaces”, on 28 
September. The discussion provided participants with input and key drivers regarding culture and its 
impact in people’s lives in the metropolis.

 

“The Charter literally points straight to Article 27 Universal Declaration of Human Rights", Luca 
Bergamo, Deputy Mayor of Rome

 

The 2020 Rome Charter is the result of a process of reflection on people’s participation in cultural life at local 
level, in the belief that commodification and economic priorities pose a threat to equity, justice and human 


