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As the Metropolis Annual Meeting in Gauteng is now over, we can take a look back at some highlights from 
this year’s event, in which our members played a key role and our projects gained greater visibility.

 

Blockchain, a tool for metropolitan governance?

On 27 August, during the first series of sessions held during the event, Alfonso Govela, urban planning 
architect and director of the NGO DigitalCivix, presented the 5th Issue Paper published by the Metropolis 
Observatory, which analyses Blockchain's potential applications in metropolitan governance and financing (
the document can be read in full here).

Through contributions from Blockchain experts from a number of major world cities, such as Buenos Aires, 
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Johannesburg and Mexico City, attendees were able to learn about the new concept of Blockchain, both what 
it is and what it represents on a technological, political and social level, as well as the role it plays in social 
transformation, and whether it can be a driving force for better models of metropolitan governance.

Although for many people the concept might seem like just another technological innovation, the potential 
that this new system offers in terms of data protection and classification opens up options for many different 
communities to validate, store and share information in a safe and efficient way, at any time and without 
geographic limitations. In addition to the system's ability to provide a framework for decentralised 
ecosystems of value exchange, it also opens up the unique possibility of building cities and metropolises 
from new democratic perspectives, giving citizens back their role as protagonists.

 

The safety of women and girls in metropolitan public spaces

As part of Metropolis’ commitment to incorporating a gender perspective as a strategic framework for 
building more inclusive metropolitan governance models, the team at the Secretariat General held a session 
on the afternoon of 27 August to present the preliminary results of the “Safety and Public Spaces: 
Mapping Metropolitan Gender Policies” project. This project, which was launched in December 2017 
under the premise of drawing a metropolitan map, aims to identify and draw attention to the policies 
Metropolis members have put in place to combat sexual violence against women and girls in the public 
space, a priority in both the New Urban Agenda and in the 2030 Agenda.

The session was opened by Laura Pérez Castaño, Councillor for Feminism and LGTBI at Barcelona City 
Council. As part of her role as president of Metropolis Women, Laura advocated for action on sexual 
violence against women and girls in public spaces to be included in the political agenda of metropolitan 
governments. She highlighted one of the general results of the project, which indicated that "only 36% of 
Metropolis members are developing policies that address the safety of women and girls in public spaces". 
Other results were shared by Kathryn Travers, Executive Director of Women in Cities International, the 
organisation in charge of conducting the study.

Valeria Molina, Secretary for Women at the Medellín Mayor’s Office, also took part in the session, 
presenting the project “Safe areas for women” in detail. The Councillor for the Urban Commune of Rabat, 
Badiaa Bennani, was also present, and she highlighted a project about using school clubs as an educational 
tool for further inclusion and increased safety for women and girls in public spaces. These representatives 
also took part in a round table moderated by Antje Schuhmann, an expert in gender studies, race theory and 
memory politics from Wits University, Johannesburg, which was also attended by Mpho Phalatse, member of 
Johannesburg's Mayoral Committee and Councillor for Health and Social Development, and Nkosiphendule 
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Alliam Dlamini, Vice-president of the Security and Emergency Services Committee for the eThekwini 
Municipality in Durban.

 

Regional challenges that require international action

This session, also held on the afternoon of 27 August, featured presentations by representatives responsible 
for international relations and actions from some of the most active Metropolis members, namely:

Xavier Tiana, Head of International Relations at the Metropolitan Area of Barcelona
Francisco Mugaburu, Director General of International Relations and Cooperation for the Autonomous 
City of Buenos Aires
Rahmatouca Sow, Deputy Head of Cabinet at the Dakar Mayor's Office
Mariana Flores Mayén, International Adviser for the Government of Mexico City
Nelson Fernández, Head of International Relations at the Municipality of Montevideo
Henri-Paul Normandin, Director of International Relations for Montreal
Affonso Massot, Secretary for International Relations at São Paulo City Council
Goshtab Mozafari, Vice-president of Communications and Foreign Affairs at the Municipality of Tehran
.

Opened by Metropolis Secretary General, Octavi de la Varga, and moderated by Braulio Díaz, Deputy 
Director for Knowledge Management and Communication at the AL-LAs Project, the debate offered up 
several different points of view on the approaches to international action taken by metropolitan cities. The 
discussion also looked at the impact of international action on the global agenda and its influence on local 
governments, as well as the role and participation of local governments in global networks, and their impact 
and contribution to local development. The unanimous conclusion of the session was that, as a public policy, 
the internationalisation of local governments must stay focused on the ultimate goal of providing services to 
citizens and promoting a better quality of life.



 

Other sessions in which Metropolis members took part

Maíra Colares, Municipal Secretary for Social Assistance, Food Security and Citizenship for the city of 
Belo Horizonte, took part in parallel session 3 on environmental justice, where she presented the 
BH Cidadania programme. This programme focusses on city actions aimed at providing education on 
sustainable consumption, family farming and community gardens.
Anna Merlin, member of the Metropolitan City of Turin city council, took part in parallel session 5 on 
promoting options for inclusive mobility.
Cecilia Aro, Secretary of Government, Citizen Participation and Social Development for the 
Municipality of Córdoba, took part in parallel session 6 on adaptive approaches to governance, as 
well as parallel session 15 on accountability. Elham Fakhaari, a member of the Tehran Municipal 
Council, also took part in the latter.
Alfred Bosch, Vice-president of International Relations and Cooperation at the Metropolitan Area of 
Barcelona, Daniel Rivera Basulto, Head of Planning for the Tijuana Mayor's Office, Milène 
Deneubourg, a representative from the Urban Planning Agency for the Brussels-Capital Region, 
and Rashid Seedat, Head of the Gauteng Planning Division, took part in parallel session 8 on inclusive 
planning and urban management.
Jean-Luc Vanraes, Vice-president of Finance for the Brussels-Capital Region, was one of the first 
speakers at parallel session 9, and he discussed how economic opportunities can be expanded 
through savings and assets for sustainable living.
Elena Apollonio, Head of International Relations for the Metropolitan City of Turin, took part in the 
discussion in parallel session 11, about options for managing exclusion in terms of access to land.
Guillermo Zapata, member of Madrid City Council, took part in parallel session 12, on how to 
formulate and operationalise social inclusion, and parallel session 14, on rights-based approaches to 
social inclusion. During the latter session, Magda Popeanu, Vice-president of the Montreal Executive 
Committee, and Abdullah Aksoy, director of the Department of Health and Social Affairs for the 
Metropolitan Municipality of Gaziantep, also spoke, while Jiyoung Lee, Program Coordinator at the 
Human Resource Development Centre in Seoul, was the session moderator.
Laura Pérez, Councillor for Feminism and LGBTI at Barcelona City Council, Anna Merlin, Councillor for 
the Metropolitan City of Turin, Rudi Vervoort, Minister-President of the Government of the Brussels-
Capital Region, Daniel Martínez, Mayor of Montevideo, Gustavo Paim, Deputy Mayor and Secretary 
of Institutional Relations and Political Articulation for Porto Alegre City Council, as well as Magda 
Popeanu, Vice-president of the Montreal Executive Committee, held prominent roles in the plenary 
session "Localisation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the New Urban Agenda and the 



Paris Climate Change Agreement", held on Wednesday, 29 August.

A full report with detailed information on all of the sessions held during the event will be published on the 
Metropolis website in the near future.


